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Therefore, guided by this logic, the policies and programs will act in 
the maintenance and reproduction of the cycle of poverty, which means 
to maintain and strengthen the factors of risk of current violence in the 
daily life of children. On the contrary, the role of the policies and programs 
destined to children has the fundamental proposal to protect and guarantee 
their rights to integral development.

3. 	 STEPS OF THE CARRIED-OUT STUDY

The study on the guarantee of rights in the daily contexts of boys, 
girls and adolescents, with emphasis on the contribution of programs 
developed in the state orbit and in civil society, was carried out in three 
phases: planning, field study and systematization.

The first phase of the Project’s planning began in the second semester 
of 2016, when a first draft was presented for the study. It was returned in 
March 2017 with the definition of the selection criteria and inclusion of the 
countries, programs and subjects, as well as the construction and validation 
of the instruments. Later, the project was submitted to ethical evaluation8. 

The second phase included the collection of field data, begun in 
Brazil in the month of June. In September, the investigation was carried 
out in Mexico, at the end of September and first fifteen days of October in 
Guatemala, and finally, in November it was applied in Chile.

In this phase, empirical data was gathered in six different programs, 
among which three were considered in Brazil, one in Mexico, one in 
Guatemala and one in Chile:

8 The ethical evaluation was carried out via platform Brazil, under the number 65770517.6.0000.0020, 
to obtain the Certificate of Presentation for Ethical Appreciation (CAAE). The Project was appro-
ved by the ethical committee which gave its opinion on April 5, 2017, under the number 2002.093. 
The following considerations and conclusions were presented: “the project of investigation pre-
sents a methodology in harmony with the objectives; all the terms were adequately presented; the 
project of investigation takes care of the ethical requirements of the Resolution CNS nº 466 of 
2012 of the CEP/CONEP system”.
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•	 Marist living together: confessional organization of civil society 
located in the city of Sao Paolo, Brazil.

•	 Specialized Program in Socio-educational Measures in open means 
(PEMSE): it is a public program dependent on the Municipal 
Secretariat of the Municipality of Colombo in the State of Paraná, 
Brazil.

•	 Allow the Child to Play (DMJ): it is a mixed program, a public-
private association between the Municipal Secretariat of Sports 
and Leisure (SEMEL) and the organization of the civil society 
“Allow the Child to Play”. It is carried out in the city of Sao Jose 
dos Pinhais (Paraná, Brazil).

•	 Reintegrate, of the Mexican Foundation of Social reintegration: it is 
a non-profit organization of the civil society in the City of Mexico.

•	 Association La Alianza (ALA): it is a non-profit association of the 
civil society. It is in the city of Guatemala.

•	 Respite – Marist Community Program: initiative of civil society 
impelled by the Marist Foundation of Solidarity (GESTA) in the 
Municipality of Pintana, Metropolitan Region of Santiago, Chile.

In the investigation participated: 295 subjects, distributed in three 
groups: 126 boys, girls and adolescents (10 to 18 years of age); 92 mothers, 
fathers, grandparents and legal representatives whom we name “relatives” and 
77 managers, educators, professional operators of the programs, called “team”. 

Table 1 - Sample – Subjects by programs in the four countries

Países / Programas NNA Familiares Equipo Total
Brazil – Living together 30 15 10 55
Brazil – PEMSE 13 14 09 36
Brazil – DMJ 16 16 04 36
Mexico – Reintegrate 21 19 17 57
Guatemala – ALA 24 13 22 59
Chile – Respite 22 15 15 52
TOTAL 126 92 77 295

Source: Investigation – Guarantee of rights of Children/IIN/OEA/FMSI/PUCPR Agree-
ment 2017-2018.
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The third phase was the work of systematization and analysis of the 
elements identified in the experiences, obtained in the two previous phases. 
The systematization of data included the digitalization and digitation of 
responses to interviews, as well as the transcription of approximately 120 
hours of audios of interviews in the field. In that phase, the data of the 
open questions were individually analyzed, categorized, and systematized 
by the responsible investigator, originating 40 tables and 59 charts, which 
are presented in the complete report of the investigation with the title: 
“Guarantee of rights in the daily life of boys, girls and adolescents: 
contributions of programs developed in the state orbit and in civil society 
in the international field”.

The information collected in the six programs mentioned before 
nourished the formularies developed to insert the data in the software 
Sphinx Lexica. The 289 graphs presented in the complete report are the 
product of the organization and crossing of the data both in independent 
form, for each one of the programs, as well as when grouping them in 
global manner.

For the development of the study, there was the collaboration of 
the Group of Investigation of the Post-Graduate Program, Masters and 
Doctorate in Education of the PUCPR, directed by Professor Doctor 
Ana Maria Eyng. They contributed from the construction and validation 
of the forms and the collection of data in Brazil up to the laborious and 
intense phase of organization of the materials, digitalization of documents, 
writing and transcription of interviews. The PhD students that participated 
were Ricardo Lemes da Rosa, Janice Strivieri Souza Moreira, Auda 
Aparecida Ramos, Eduardo Felipe Hennerich; the master’s students were 
Jéssica Adriane Pianezzola, Marina Ignez de Oliveira; and the holders 
of scholarships, of scientific initiation, Laís Rolim Simão, Bruna de 
Oliveira Silva Mosson and Angela Negrete Adriàzola. In addition for the 
transcription we had the collaboration of Doctor Marciele Stigler Ribas, 
graduate of the Group of Investigation, and in the writing of the responses, 
Ana Paula Feuser Eyng, Bachelor of Arts in Law, and Marilene Duarte, 
Bachelor of Arts in Pedagogy, collaborated. 
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4. 	 ORGANIZATION AND HIGHLIGHTED ELEMENTS  
OF THE REPORT

For the investigation of violence in the daily lives of boys, girls and 
adolescents, in the field study were considered three blocks of information 
collection: 1. Characterization of the consulted subjects; 2. Participation 
and dynamics in the programs; 3. Perceptions on rights and learning 
constructed from the participation in the program.

The information obtained allowed the identification of risk factors, 
which points out the necessary learning, so that the boys, girls and 
adolescents can develop protection resources before the violence that 
affects them in their daily contexts.

4.1 VIOLENCE RISK FACTORS IN THE DAILY LIFE OF CHILDREN

The eleven violence risk factors identified by the participants (boys, 
girls and adolescents, family members and teams) make evident the effects 
of the structural factors, of the logic of stigmatization and naturalization of 
poverty in the life of boys, girls and adolescents.

The risk factors presented here are described beginning from the 
conversations with the subjects and include problems related to the family, 
community, public policies, economy, education, culture, health, security, 
criminality, social-emotional dimension and violation of rights.

•	 Family: the abandonment, the lack of attention, the oppression 
toward boys and girls, the physical and psychological ill-treatment, 
the reproduction of environmental violence inside the house, the 
lack of parental tools for taking care of the boys and girls, the lack 
of communication, the drug consumption and unemployment. In 
the same way, the parents’ and family’s malfunctioning, the intra-
family violence among the adults and with the boys and girls, 
provokes the naturalization of verbal, physical and psychological 
ill-treatment.
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•	 Community: living together in very violent contexts naturalizes 
and reproduces violence and tends to promote criminal practices. 
Degraded community spaces, precarious dwellings, the lack of an 
infrastructure of cleaning up and drainage. The discrimination 
and exclusion of the population. Boys and girls living on the street 
who grow in violent surroundings and environments, where space 
and equipment for recreation, sports and leisure are lacking.

•	 Public Policies: lack of implementation of policies of integral 
protection for children. There is a deficit in the physical, material 
infrastructure, and in the availability of specialized professionals 
in the attention destined for boys, girls, adolescents and young 
people. It is observed that there is a fragile inter-sectorial 
articulation in the management of the public policies and in the 
public-private associations.

•	 Economy: poverty and extreme poverty, scarce resources, 
unemployment, informal work, economic exploitation, lack of 
opportunities and a significant social exclusion.

•	 Education: educational inequality, school abandonment, 
precarious education, lack of study for adults and young people. 
There is no possibility of having access to quality education. Little 
information and scarce knowledge. Illiteracy and disinformation.

•	 Culture: naturalization of violence, normalization of the abuses 
and ill-treatments. The Patriarchal culture (machismo) is evident in 
the gender violence, the vision centered on the adult (generational 
factor) and the patrimonial vision (boys and girls as property of 
which they can dispose). Discrimination, stigmatization and 
invisibility of the children.

•	 Health: high consumption of alcohol and drug addiction; wounds, 
hurts, and physical, psychological and emotional traumas caused 
by violence. Depression.

•	 Security: one cannot go out on the street feeling secure because 
of the risk of aggressions and physical or material harm or simply 
the threat of death. There is lack of vigilance and adequate control 
by the police. Uncontrolled criminality.
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•	 Criminality: high rate of thefts, assaults, kidnapping, shooting, 
and stray bullets. Delinquency, drug and arms traffic. Disputes 
among gangs and drug traffickers. Corruption.

•	 Socio-emotional: devalued self-concept and low expectations. 
Links or bonds with peers associated with criminality and the 
use of alcohol and drugs. Reproduction of behavior and violent 
actions as a factor of protection and subsistence. Delinquency.

•	 Violation of rights: Few opportunities to develop potentialities 
of the boys and girls, both in the family and in the community 
environment. Negligence, family carelessness, abuse, physical, 
verbal and psychological violence, and sexual violence. Correction 
by means of physical punishment, human traffic, ill-treatment of 
children. Use of boys and girls for children’s labor and for stealing.

The overcoming and diminishment of these risk factors on children 
presupposes a rupture to the logics of stigmatization, responsibility 
and exclusion of poverty, by means of policies and programs capable of 
transforming the circumstances that produce them. Therefore, based on 
the diagnosis of the causes, structural policies are required that act in the 
prevention of the violation of rights and create conditions and opportunities 
for the effective protection and development of children.

The information obtained with the subjects as far as their characteristics 
are concerned, and the expectations that they have of their participation 
in the programs reveal aspects that make evident the risks of violence to 
which girls, boys and adolescents are daily subjected.

4.2 CHARACTERIZATION OF THE CONSULTED SUBJECTS 

The configuration of the elements that characterize the subjects 
embraces aspects that affect their identity perception, including age, sex, 
ethnical belonging, religion, religious affiliation, knowledge on the family 
economic income, level of family income and schooling. These aspects were 
asked to all the participants.
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The boys, girls and adolescents were also asked on grade repetition 
and school abandonment, considering the repeated grade, and in case 
of abandonment, which were the reasons that motivated it. The family 
and relatives of the boys, girls and adolescents were also asked on their 
profession and work. The members of the team of the programs were asked 
on their profession and the function that they presently exercise.

The data or information collected in the characterization of the 
participants highlights the conditions of poverty and extreme poverty in 
which boys, girls and adolescents and their families live. This is evident 
by the type of labor activities of those who work; a significant percentage 
corresponds to informal or precarious work (without any guarantee). 
Regarding the relatives or family members, 27.7% is not working and of 
the 72.3% that works, the majority does it in poorly paid activities and/or 
informal ones.

Among the boys, girls and adolescents, of the 41.9% who say they 
have knowledge of the economic income of the family, 62.3% indicate that 
the family income is two to four minimum salaries; 20.8% affirm that it 
corresponds to one minimum salary; 9.4% say it is less than a salary, and 
7.5% inform having an income of five to seven salaries.

Among the relatives or family members, 56.2% affirm that the family 
income is in the group of two to four minimum salaries; 22.5% indicates 
that it is of one salary; 14.6% indicate that the income is less than one salary 
a month. Only 6.7% have an income between five and seven minimum 
salaries and seem to have an income that permits them to take care of the 
basic needs of the family. Another indicator of low income is the 25% of 
families who receive economic help from the State.

The minimum salary of reference in 2017 in Brazil was 937 reais; in 
Mexico, 2.200 Mexican pesos; in Guatemala, 2.893 quetzales; in Chile, 
240.000 Chilean pesos. Those values in the currency of each country 
correspond to the following amounts in US dollars: Brazil – US$ 275, 
Mexico – US$ 122; Guatemala – US$ 390 and Chile – US$ 401.

In reference to the schooling of family members or relatives, only 
33.7% finished High School, 7.6% finished Graduation, and therefore, 
58.7% did not complete school education, which includes Elementary and 
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High School. Among these 18.5% did not complete elementary education 
and 3.3% are illiterate.

The low schooling rate of adults could be the result of school failure, 
early abandonment or the impossibility to attend school. This seems to 
perpetuate itself in the high rate of repetition and abandonment among 
boys, girls and adolescents.

The relation between the greater concentration of age groups of boys, 
girls and adolescents and the school year they are following makes it evident 
that there is a great age/grade distortion, which indicates difficulties and 
failure in studies. This awareness is strengthened by the fact that 40% of 
the participants informed that they had school failure and 30.2% indicated 
they had abandoned school. Among the reasons indicated to justify school 
abandonment are found aspects that remit to the stigma of poverty that 
affects children.

School failure tends to perpetuate the circle of violence, which is 
nourished in the contexts of poverty. The violation of the right to education 
prevents the subject’s advance, their possibility of a less violent present 
and of constructing a midterm or long-term Project in which injustices 
and privations that have affected their life are overcome. When initial 
formation is compromised, professional formation is also compromised, 
condemning them to unemployment, to underemployment, to economic 
exploitation and, in many cases, to illegal work.

4.3 PARTICIPATION AND DYNAMICS IN THE PROGRAMS

The information on participation of the subjects in the programs 
were obtained in the responses to the questions on time of permanence in 
the program, how did they know about the program, the criteria applied 
to enter the program, the expectation when entering it, the difficulties to 
frequent the program.

The motivations for participation in the programs, considering the 
criteria of inclusion and the expectations at the beginning, indicate a general 
scenario of violence (ill-treatment, abuses, criminal acts committed by 
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adolescents) and the need to foresee and prevent the risk of suffering violence 
(to leave the street, not remain alone at home). It is a question of a scenario 
marked by poverty.

In the perception of the boys, girls and adolescents, their inclusion in 
the programs was granted due to three factors: 1) the need for protection, 
because they remain home alone, so they leave the street, so they leave drug 
consumption, because of intra-family violence, or sexual abuse, to guarantee 
basic needs, to seek security before risk, because of family abandonment, 
human traffic; 2) strengthening: participate in activities, change of attitude, 
studying; 3) responsibility: to fulfill a legal process. These attitudes are 
corroborated by the perceptions of the family members when indicating 
the reasons and criteria of inclusion of boys, girls and adolescents in the 
programs.

The difficulties to participate, identified by 34.4% of the participating 
boys, girls and adolescents and by 36% of the family members, are indicative 
of the socio-economic difficulties. For example, not having resources for 
transportation, not having security to displace oneself in the environment 
or having to work. The participants of the teams confirm those limitations, 
indicating the difficulties to carry on with the program; they also add the 
scarcity of resources, the lack of external alliances, the insufficient time of 
permanence and destined to work with the boys, girls and adolescents. All 
these aspects show the contours of the context of poverty, in which those 
boys, girls and adolescents grow.

The purposes that the boys, girls and adolescents have to participate in 
the programs emphasize the participation, protection, the learning of new 
things, communication, respect, improving in living together, improving 
self-esteem, the transformation of the community. A whole series of things 
to learn is considered to affect the individual and collective strengthening 
of capacities and skills of boys, girls, adolescents and their family members.

The family members also indicate as purpose of the activities the 
possibility of improving the quality of life, citizenship and the hope of a 
better future. Nevertheless, it is also quite strong what refers to the change of 
behavior and the attitudes of the boys and girls. This expresses an erroneous 
understanding of the dynamics of violence, which affects them. That is, the 
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perceptions show clearly the belief that girls themselves occasioned the 
abuses and ill-treatment suffered by them. In this way, the victims become 
responsible for the violence that they suffered and continue to suffer.

The members of the teams indicate as purpose of their work in 
the programs, to give and develop, in boys, girls and adolescents: voice, 
opportunity to participate, learning, living together, strengthening of 
citizenship, autonomy, leadership, control of impulses, protection in the 
face of risks, study, information, learning of trades, strengthening of self-
esteem and education in human rights.

The information of the participants, regarding the respected rights, 
benefits acquired and learning constructed in the programs, give evidence of 
the importance of constituting resources of protection that can be applied in 
the family, community and school daily life. 

4.4 RIGHTS AND THEIR GUARANTEE IN THE PROGRAMS

In this section, information related to the learning developed in the 
programs with the rights of girls, boys and adolescents was investigated. 
The first two questions were: What do you understand by human rights? 
What do you consider is a fundamental right for all persons? Then a list 
was presented to them with all the rights considered in the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (ONU, 1989), asking that they indicate which are 
the most fundamental rights for the life of the boys, girls and adolescents. 
In the fourth question it was found out whether the participation in the 
program contributes to guarantee some of the rights of the Convention 
and, in case they said yes, to say of which of them.

In explaining what they understand by human rights, a significant 
percentage of participants used examples of rights as a definition; this made 
us turn the presentation of those responses into a new one. Among the rights 
quoted by the boys, girls and adolescents the most valued ones were the 
following, according to the order of importance: education (16.5%), freedom 
(13.4%), dwelling (11.3%), nourishment (9,2%), respect (8.2%), and health 
(7.2%). On their part, the family members emphasized more the following 
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rights: respect (25.9%), freedom to come and go (24.1%), and education 
(13.8%). There was a significant number of family members that did not 
know how to answer. Besides, responses were collected indicating that rights 
do not exist, since there is much injustice, that human rights are not correct, 
that they are destined to defend persons who commit errors.

Regarding the members of the teams, the types of rights quoted the most 
are education (24.5%), health (14.1%), life (14.1%) and nourishment (11%).

In the second question, on which is the most fundamental right, the 
responses of the boys, girls and adolescents point out the right to education 
as the primordial one for all persons with 17.1%. Then, they say respect with 
12.2%, family with 9.8%, to be free with 7.9% and freedom of expression 
with 7.3%. Family members indicated as the most fundamental right, 
respect with 17.5%, followed by education with 14%. The members of the 
teams pointed out: dignified life, education and health with 26.8%, 9.6% 
and 8.1%, respectively.

Regarding the questions considered in the Convention which they 
considered a priority for their lives at present, boys, girls and adolescents 
indicated as the most important ones: health (12.2%), education (11.8%), 
and life (11.2%). Family members pointed out as fundamental for the life 
of their children at that moment: health (11%), protection against all types 
of violence (11%), education (11%), and life (10.2%) The members of the 
teams indicate: life (17.6%), education (17.6%) and protection against all 
types of violence (13.7%).

When asked if participation in the program contributes to guarantee 
the rights which are in the Convention, and which of those, the boys, girls 
and adolescents pointed out: education with (18.2%), freedom of opinion 
and expression with 11.4%, health with 9.3%, culture with 7.3%, sports and 
recreation with 7.1% and protection against all forms of violence with 7.1%. 
All the family members affirmed that the participation in the programs 
contributes to guarantee the rights and indicated those more guaranteed 
were health with 12.1%, education with 12.1% and social reinsertion with 
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12.1%. In the same way, all the members of the teams pointed out that 
the programs contribute to guarantee these, mentioning in the following 
order: orientation in and for human rights (15.8%), freedom of opinion 
and expression (13.2%), culture (19.5%) and education (10.5%). 

4.5 LEARNING BUILT IN THE PROGRAMS

In this section we will probe the perceptions that the participants 
have concerning the difficulties that are overcome, the benefits and the 
learning which have made possible for the boys, girls and adolescents the 
acquisition of protection resources to contribute in the daily life of their 
families, communities and schools.

The information contributed by the boys, girls and adolescents and the 
interviewed family members was obtained as a response to the following 
questions: Which are the difficulties the boys, girls and adolescents overcame 
by participating in the program? Which were the benefits generated for 
the life of the boys, girls and adolescents, beginning with the participation 
in the program? Which has been the learning constructed in the program 
and in which way does this learning contribute for the daily life of the boys, 
girls and adolescents in their families, communities and schools?

To those forming the teams it was asked: Which are the positive points 
that you identify in the program? Which is the learning that the program 
offers to the boys, girls and adolescents? Which are the contributions of 
that learning for the daily contexts of the boys, girls and adolescents in 
their families, communities and schools?

As a total number, we identified 20 overcome difficulties in the 
perceptions of the boys, girls and adolescents, from their participation 
in the programs. Among these, they mention, in the first place, timidity 
and shyness; in the second place, the development of self-control, 
behavior and attitudes: in the third place, living together, conversation and 
communication; and in the fourth place, physical activity and improvement 
in health.
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The improvements identified by the boys, girls and adolescents are 
corroborated by the 27 benefits they perceive were proportioned by their 
participation in the programs. In the first place, they mention the improvement 
in living together and in communication. In the second place, they indicate 
four benefits with the same level of consensus: improvement in emotional 
control, change of perspective in thinking about life, improvement in school 
and valuing study, development of respect and empathy. In third place, they 
place improvement in health and in the artistic and corporal skills.

In the perspectives of the family members 22 difficulties overcome 
by the boys, girls and adolescents were identified. In first place, they 
mention living together, conversation, communication; in second place, 
self-control, behavior, attitudes; in third place, overcoming timidity, shyness; 
in fourth place, socialization and integration; and lastly, self-esteem. The 
family members also point out 27 benefits proportioned by the programs 
to the boys, girls and adolescents, pointing out in first place improvement 
in emotional control, behavior; then emotional improvement, wellbeing, 
joy; in third place, improvement in living together, communication and 
improvement in school, valuing the study.

As for the benefits of the programs, according to the perceptions of 
the participants from the teams, it’s emphasized in all the programs that 
the work has a focus on human rights, from the formation in and for the 
human rights, in both the guarantee and the restitution of human rights. 
Another emphasized aspect was the importance of the work integrating the 
family, valuing participation, expression and autonomy of the participating 
boys, girls and adolescents. The points emphasized by the members of the 
teams corroborate the perceptions of the boys, girls and adolescents and of 
the family members, regarding the overcome difficulties and the benefits 
that the participation in the programs has offered them.

The difficulties overcome, the benefits acquired, and the positive points 
identified in the programs, result from the constructed learning beginning 
from the inclusion and participation in their dynamics. However, in order 
to deepen the information on the contribution of the learning, we asked 
the participants to relate them with the daily contexts of the children and 
adolescents in their families, communities and schools.
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The contribution of the learning emphasized by the boys, girls and 
adolescents for their family relationships has to do with the strengthening 
of respect, communication and closer living together, with mutual support 
along the family members. Those resources when developed also contribute 
in the relationships in daily living together with their communities. The 
boys, girls and adolescents emphasize from their learning, the improvement 
of sociability, of respect and of the capacity to identify and avoid risk factors. 
Concerning the contribution for daily life at the school, the boys, girls 
and adolescents reaffirm the learning of respect and of living together. The 
valuing of studies and the academic improvement are also indicated, as is the 
expectation of the contribution of education to their life project.

Concerning the learning for the daily contexts of the boys, girls 
and adolescents, the family members presented as contributions for daily 
family life: communication, respect, participation, dialogue, behavior, good 
manners, obedience, discipline, organization. For the daily life of the boys, 
girls and adolescents in the community are emphasized: solidarity, respect, 
no discrimination, communication, better relationship with persons, 
having good friends, value and care of the community space. Concerning 
the contributions for school life: respect, responsibility, dedication, and 
discipline, and participation, improvement in achievement, motivation and 
interest, to continue studying.

In the responses of the participants of the programs’ teams on the 
contributions of the learning regarding the family, the following are 
emphasized: living together, relationship, respect communication, mutual 
help among the members of the family, identification of violence, to know 
and to demand or claim the rights. The contributions for the daily contexts 
in the community are living together, respect, sharing knowledge, being a 
point of reference, leadership, looking at the community better, identify and 
separate oneself from risks such as drugs. The principal contributions for 
performance in the school are: participation, relationships, respect, behavior, 
to continue advancing in the studies, understanding of education as a human 
right, strengthening of the identity, academic improvement.
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4.6 FACTORS OF PROTECTION IN CHILDREN’S DAILY CONTEXTS

The information obtained in the study, in the perceptions of the 
participants regarding the benefits and the constructed learning from 
participating in the programs, are indicative of factors of protection capable 
of strengthening the boys, girls and adolescents to guarantee their rights in 
the daily spaces.

The whole series of learning, quite important, responds to the 
expectations and the objectives proposed by the programs. Nevertheless, 
the learning needs to be strengthened and consolidated; making it possible 
that it becomes permanent resources of protection and guarantee of rights.

In that perspective, efforts are demanded and required so that the 
policies and programs can, in fact, contribute in the learning of protection 
resources, guaranteeing the rights of the boys and girls.

We identify eleven factors of protection, described in conformity with 
the responses of the subjects consulted. These embrace resources related to 
the family, community, public policies, economy, education, culture, health, 
security, justice, socio-emotional aspects and guarantee of rights.

•	 Family. Dialogue: to talk, have greater freedom of expression 
and communication at home, listen, respect. Care: to become 
responsible, accompany, give attention to the children, be home 
for a longer time, supervision of an adult, integral care. Affection: 
give love, support, strengthen the bonds. Education: orientation, 
to strengthen the values. Preparation: sensitiveness and capacity 
of the parents to assume their role, creating new forms of 
relationships with the children.

•	 Community. To raise awareness in the population, be in solidarity 
and participate, help, for example, to avoid that the boys and 
girls are out on the street. To maintain the public spaces for 
recreation, leisure time, and outside activities for the boys, girls 
and adolescents. Actions and programs in network.

•	  Public Policies. Strengthening of the public system with inter-
sectorial articulation and public-private associations of work in 
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networks for the attention and protection of children. Policies that 
include all children focusing on the protection of gender and the 
guarantee of the human rights. Create public spaces, institutions 
and programs that have teams and equipment for activities of 
protection, recreation and leisure for boys and girls. Access to basic 
services as a right. Programs of psychological attention. Programs 
to deal with the dependence on alcohol and drugs.

•	 Economy. More opportunities for work, employment, more 
dignified salaries, more economic access to take care of basic 
needs. Eliminate children’s work.

•	 Education. Education and schooling represent protecting factors. 
Schools in different areas, being informed, sexual education, 
education in human rights. More education, technical schools, 
access to professional formation. Change the form of educating.

•	 Culture. Promote culture, orientation for the change of mentality, 
denaturalize violence, overcome oppression and discrimination of 
gender and of children. Change the way of correcting boys and 
girls, doing it with respect and dialogue. Understand and treat 
boys and girls as subjects of rights.

•	 Health. Free psychological therapies in health centers, 
psychoeducation, individual and family psychological help. 
Treatment for alcohol dependence and drug addiction.

•	 Security. Greater security, being able to count on the police, more 
vigilance, rounds and night watch by police. Do not leave the boys 
and girls alone, especially on the street. Control and fighting against 
criminality.

•	 Justice. Justice more accessible to complaints, having the habit of 
denouncing. Justice system, respect the laws. Sanction the abusers 
and the traffickers. Combat the drug traffic, kidnapping, traffic 
and abuse of boys, girls and adolescents.

•	 Socio-emotional. Positive self-esteem through the strengthening 
of bonds, in all spaces. Development of protection strategies by 
the individual in trustworthy spaces, in the family, school and 
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community. Change of thought, attitudes, and behaviors, self-
care. Empowerment and leadership.

•	 Guarantee of rights. Protection through programs and social 
actions, including family and community spaces guaranteeing 
of the rights of children. Include all sectors for the prevention 
of the family, guaranteeing education, health, culture, sports, art, 
recreation/leisure, security, training for work and guidance in and 
for human rights.

The protection factors in the guarantee of rights can derive in policies 
and programs that promote a broad dialogue including the children’s groups. 
The guarantee of being listened to, of participation in the Decisions, which 
affect them, guarantees the right to the conditions of integral development 
and to progressive autonomy.

The work developed in the investigated programs stresses the 
importance of affective fostering, the need for support and psychological 
orientation to the boys, girls and adolescents and to their families, the 
strengthening of self-knowledge, in general, and the need of juridical and 
material support (protection, nourishment, shelter) in specific cases.

The results stress the challenge to extend the actions of prevention to 
reach a larger number of boys, girls and adolescents. It also stresses the need 
for support and protection in sufficient time so they are capable of overcoming 
the stigma to which they are subject, develop and apply by themselves the 
protection resources, and in this way construct better possibilities in their 
life paths, with access to education and professionalization. 

5. MAIN CONCLUSIONS

The struggle for the guarantee of the rights of children, after three 
decades of the agreements reached in 1989 with the Convention of the 
Rights of the Child, is still far from conclusion. On the contrary, new 
efforts are necessary every day.
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It is vital, then, to maintain vigilance in favor of the defense of 
children, strengthening structural State policies and programs destined 
to the children, which are vectors of transformation of the conditions of 
existence of boys and girls, favoring inclusion and equity.

Shared intentionality in the recognition and effective participation of 
boys, girls and adolescents as subjects of rights presupposes the constitution 
and strengthening of:

•	 Policies and programs which will act in the preventing violence 
and, consequently in the individual and collective strengthening.

•	 Structural State policies, which will act in inter-sectorial ways, 
with the focus on the generational impact, from midterm to long 
term, affecting the genesis, the causes of the violence risk factors, 
diminishing and overcoming them.

•	 Participation and leadership of boys, girls and adolescents in the 
effective exercise of rights to free expression and to gradual self-
regulation.

•	 Programs of prevention and protection in network, with joint 
acting of the Governmental field and of civil society, for global 
attention to the needs of development of protection resources for 
children and strengthening of their wellbeing.

•	 Communities and groups of practices and support to the boys and 
girls in their daily spaces. By means of workshops, sport practices 
and recreation, psychotherapies and artistic activities, allow their 
individual development and the living together with their peers 
and significant adults.

•	 Educational and psycho-therapeutic orientations that stimulate the 
constitution of positive and resilient identities, strengthening self-
respect, valuing of self and one’s potentialities, and of a self-esteem 
based on knowledge of oneself that is well-structured.

•	 Knowledge and appreciation of diversity, having as reference 
against hegemonies epistemologies, capable of promoting the 
raising of public awareness, the dialogue among the different 
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cultural knowledges, the interaction between ethnic groups, races, 
gender, religions and generations.

•	 Constitution and exercise of social justice that acts in the spheres 
of redistribution, recognition and representation, in the guarantee 
of the rights of children and of conditions of development for 
each boy and girl. 

 
The expectation of the construction of those factors of protection of 

children and of the strengthening of each boy and girl as a subject of rights 
requires new learning, preceded by the deconstruction of concepts and 
practices quite internalized in children’s daily spaces. It implies, therefore, 
to unlearn violence, discrimination, lack of respect, assistance, blaming 
of the victim, subordination and disqualifying of the child. Therefore, it 
consequently requires learning new individual and collective strategies, 
which allow children to go back to their life projects for a less unjust 
present and for a future of greater equity.

In this sense, the guarantee of rights, countersigned in the studies 
of Fraser (2006, 2007, 2008, 2009), presupposes a redistribution that 
seeks a more just allocation of resources and goods, the recognition of the 
differences that constitute diversity, under the most varied aspects, (gender, 
generation, ethnic groups, nationality, sexuality, etc.) and the political 
representation, which requires social agreements to allow all to participate 
in social life. Therefore, to overcome inequality and exclusion expressed 
in injustices means to overcome institutionalized obstacles which prevent 
many subjects to participate “[…] in conditions of equality with others, as 
integral associates of social interaction” (FRASER, 2008, p. 5).
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