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BACKGROUND

The 78th Meeting of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children's Institute (held June 4-6, 2003 in Santiago, Chile) resolved to hold the XIX Pan American Child Congress in the second half of the year 2004 in Mexico, along with the corresponding Meeting of the Directing Council.

The theme “The Family” was chosen, given the importance of the family in the integral development of children and the fact that the year 2004 was to be the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family.

The Directing Council also resolved to request the General Assembly of the Organization of American States to declare the XIX Pan American Child Congress an “Inter-American Specialized Conference” and give a special thanks to the Government of Mexico for the invaluable contribution of hosting and organizing the XIX Pan American Child Congress.

CD/RES. 19 (78-R/03)

The XXXIII General Assembly of the OAS, in its fourth Plenary Session (June 10, 2003), resolved to declare the XIX Pan American Child Congress an Inter-American Specialized Conference and to thank Mexico for hosting the XIX Pan American Child Congress in October 2004.

AG/RES. 1961 (XXXIII-O/03)

The Directing Council of the Inter-American Children's Institute, at its Special Meeting (December 17 and 18, 2003 in Washington, DC), resolved to schedule the next Pan American Child Congress for October 27, 28 and 29, 2004, following the 79th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council planned for the 25 and 26 of the same month, in compliance with Article 15 of the IIN Statutes, which states that “on occasion of the holding of a Pan American Child Congress, the Council shall endeavor to hold its regular meeting in the city in which the Congress is held.”

CD/RES. 05 (E/03)

The XXXIV General Assembly of the OAS, in its fourth Plenary Session (June 8, 2004), expressed its satisfaction with the upcoming XIX Pan American Child Congress, whose main theme was the family as the foundation of the integral development of children, and offered its full support for a successful outcome to the Congress. 

It also recommended to the Permanent Council that, when it adopts the agenda for the Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress, it take into consideration the items proposed by the Organizing Committee, especially the child-family relationship, intra-family violence and its impact on the development of children, current family law, and the part played by the media in establishing a culture of respect for the rights of the child. 

Finally, it requested the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution and on the outcome of the XIX Pan American Child Congress.
AG/RES. 2031 (XXXIV-O/04)

The Permanent Council of the OAS, at its session of August 5, 2004, approved the Rules of Procedure (Nature and Purpose of the Congress, Participants, President, Secretariat, Sessions of the Conference, Discussions and Procedures, Voting, and Working Groups) and the Agenda (Main Theme and six Sub-themes) of the XIX Pan American Child Congress.

CP/DOC.3923/04
CP/DOC.3924

The 79th Meeting of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children's Institute (held October 25-26, 2004 in Mexico City), as a Preliminary Session to the Congress, resolved to appoint, by unanimity of present members, the Delegate of the Republic of Mexico to the Directing Council, Ana Teresa Aranda Orozco, as President of the Pan American Congress, and entrust the Director General to submit, in his capacity as Secretary of the Pan American Congress, a report on the outcome of the Congress to the 80th Regular Session of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute.

Considering that Article 19 in the Rules of Procedure of the Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress establishes that the Directing Council should define the Working Groups and assign their respective sub-themes, the Directing Council resolved to establish three Working Groups, detailing the themes that they would address. 

A deadline was set and Delegations were invited to submit Draft Resolutions to the Congress Secretariat.

This Preliminary Session of the Directing Council was adjourned in the presence of the Interim Secretary General of the OAS, Ambassador Luigi Einaudi.

CD/RES 11 (79-04)

CD/RES 13 (79-04)

CD/RES 14 (79-04)
INTRODUCTION 

The Pan American Child Congress is an entity of the Inter-American Children's Institute intended to promote an exchange of experience and knowledge among the peoples of the Americas regarding the problems that are the responsibility of the Institute, and to make recommendations intended to solve them. It is composed of Ministers, Secretaries of State or their representatives, who are responsible for the area to which the issue under discussion pertains.

Pan American Child Congresses are held every four years, and may have the status of Inter-American Specialized Conferences when they deal with special technical matters or develop certain aspects of Inter-American cooperation, and they are held as the result of a resolution of the General Assembly or of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.  

During the Congress, delegates of the 34 OAS Member countries from the governmental, non-governmental and academic sectors participate in Master Conferences and various Working Groups, and have access to essays and documents specially presented for this event, concluding with the adoption of Resolutions and a Final Declaration. 

Pan American Child Congresses provide an opportunity for reflection and communication, as well as a forum for appreciating the different levels reached by the American countries in the development of their policies on children.

The Congresses are a political and technical benchmark thanks to the exchange of information, experience and knowledge, as well as the possibility of considering and analyzing the policies implemented by the government of each member country and the progress or lack of progress made in the field of child policy in the Americas.  

1. THE XIX PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS

1.1 Organizers, Venue and Date 

The XIX Pan American Child Congress is an Inter-American Specialized Conference convened by the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN), a specialized organization of the OAS on child and family issues, in coordination with the Mexican Government’s National System for the Integral Development of the Family (DIF), held on October 27-29, 2004 in Mexico City at the Headquarters of Mexico’s Foreign Affairs Secretariat.

The main theme is “THE FAMILY: BASIS FOR THE INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS.” This main theme is addressed through six sub-themes:

1. The Family as the Institution with Primary Responsibility for the Protection, Upbringing, and Integral Development of Children.

2. Children’s Rights and their Relation to the Different Types of Families.

3. Family Violence and Its Impact on Child Development.

4. Evolution of the Child’s Relationship with the Family.

5. The Doctrine of Integral Protection and Current Family Law.

6. Promoting a Culture of Respect for Children’s Rights: The Roles of the Family, the State, Civil Society and the Media.

1.2 Authorities of the Congress and Members of the Organizing Committee
      President: Ana Teresa Aranda Orozco (National Director of the DIF and President 
of the Directing Council of the IIN).

Secretary: Alejandro Bonasso (Director General of the IIN).

General Coordinators of the Congress: Julio Rosenblatt (Coordinator of the IIN’s Inter-American Child and Family Information Program – PIINFA) and Felipe Valdez (Sub-Director General for Care to Vulnerable Populations – DIF).

Technical Committee: Julio Rosenblatt; Gustavo Forselledo (Coordinator of the IIN’s Program for the Integral Promotion of Children’s Rights – PRODER) and Piero Solari (Coordinator of the IIN’s Legal Program – PROJUR).

1.3 Participants

During the XIX Pan American Child Congress, 677 persons were registered, from 24 countries of the inter-American system (Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States of America, Uruguay and Venezuela) and 3 countries outside the region (Nigeria, Norway and the Vatican City [Holy See]). With this participation, more than 1,400 persons attended over the 3 days of the Congress, with 94 national and international media outlets providing coverage. 

1.4 Sessions

The XIX Pan American Child Congress consisted of six Plenary Sessions (Master Conferences) as well as an Opening Ceremony* and a Closing Ceremony,** open to all Congress participants. At the same time, three Plenary Sessions were held for Delegates and Representatives, for passing Resolutions and the Final Declaration.

* Opening Ceremony

The Opening Ceremony of the XIX Pan American Child Congress was presided over by Marta Sahagún de Fox (First Lady of Mexico), Luigi Einaudi (Interim Secretary General of the OAS), Ana Teresa Aranda (President of the XIX Pan American Child Congress and National Director of the DIF), Lawrence Harrington (Representative of the Inter-American Development Bank in Mexico), Landon Pearson (Canadian Senator), Carmen Bergés de Amaro (President of Honor of the Directing Council of the IIN) and Alejandro Bonasso (Director General of the IIN).

     ** Closing Ceremony

The Closing Ceremony of the XIX Pan American Child Congress was presided over by Vicente Fox Quesada (President of Mexico), Luis Ernesto Derbez (Foreign Minister of Mexico), Ana Teresa Aranda (President of the XIX Pan American Child Congress and National Director of the DIF), Carmen Bergés de Amaro (President of Honor of the Directing Council of the IIN) and Alejandro Bonasso (Director General of the IIN).

1.5 Infrastructure and Logistics 

The Government of Mexico, through the National System for the Integral Development of the Family (DIF), designated the Foreign Affairs Secretariat as the Central Headquarters of the XIX Pan American Child Congress, and provided all of the infrastructure and logistics necessary for carrying out the event as well as the 79th Meeting of the Directing Council of the IIN, held as a Preliminary Session to the Congress. This included:

· Ten separate areas with operative capabilities for groups of 100 to 1,000 persons according to requirements, with computer equipment, audio services and interpretation from 2 to 6 languages, office supplies, etc.

· Breakfast and lunch services for all Congress participants in designated areas.

· Daily transportation of Delegates from the hotels to the Congress venue.

· 600 persons mobilized in all types of assistance services.

1.6 Communications and Press 

International publicity and communications were focused on the Inter-American Children's Institute, except in Mexico, where the DIF assumed responsibility for making contacts, basically through the use of the websites of the IIN and the XIX Pan American Child Congress and mass emails informing of the event. The main activities were:

- An Information Newsletter or Guide for participants was prepared and placed on the official website of the XIX Pan American Child Congress: www.iincpn.oas.org.

Three versions were prepared: a) one for those participating in the 79th Meeting of the Directing Council of the IIN and  the XIX Pan American Child Congress; b) one for those participating only in the XIX Pan American Child Congress; c) a summarized version to be sent by fax.

- Memos were prepared by the Office of the Director General of the IIN to provide information on major elements of the XIX Pan American Child Congress, and sent to: the President of the Directing Council; the Vice-President of the Directing Council; the Delegates to the Directing Council; the Alternate Delegates to the Directing Council; and the Ad-hoc Delegates to the Special Meeting of the Directing Council.

- Coordination Memos were prepared to provide information on the practical and organizational aspects of the XIX Pan American Child Congress, and sent to participants.

- Eleven Press Releases on the XIX Pan American Child Congress (three of which were repeated due to a change in contest dates) were prepared and sent out to LATIN AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES (137 email addresses), LATIN AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES AND ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS (168 email addresses), and INTERNATIONAL NEWS AGENCIES AND NETWORKS (165 email addresses).

- Abridged documents on the IIN Videos and the ADAM Video Game were prepared for printing and distribution at the XIX Pan American Child Congress.

- Texts on the 79th Meeting of the Directing Council were prepared for the IIN's website and texts on the major events of the XIX Pan American Child Congress were prepared for the official website of the XIX Pan American Child Congress.

- The major events of the 79th Meeting of the Directing Council and the XIX Pan American Child Congress were photographed, and the photos were sent to the IIN's IT department for publication on the website.

- A digital postcard with a greeting from the Office of the Director General was prepared for the end of the XIX Pan American Child Congress.

2. ACTIVITIES OF THE XIX PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS

The XIX Pan American Child Congress was based on five areas of activity:

- Inter-American call for presentations for the XIX Pan American Child Congress.

- Master Conferences.

- Working Groups.

- Plenary Sessions for Delegates.

- Contests and Exhibitions.

 2.1 Presentations 

The call for presentations and rules for submissions were issued in May 2004, asking for presentations on the six sub-themes derived from the central theme.

1. 
“The Family as the Institution with Primary Responsibility for the 
Protection, Upbringing, and Integral Development of Children and 
Adolescents” 

· Reaffirming the institution of the family as the primary entity responsible for children; describing the family as the ideal space for the healthy development of children.
· The family as the main sphere in which to exercise and promote the culture of respect for children’s rights.
· The family as cultural and social transmitter of a culture of respect and support for children. 
2.       
“Evolution of the Child’s Relationship with the Family”

· The family as a source of social capital; the need to work on family education. 

· Establishing lines of action to encourage efforts by families and family networks aimed at child care and protection.

· Highlighting the importance of shared responsibility, on the part of society and the various governments, for promoting an improved situation for children and the family in the Americas.

· Outlining the intervention/mediation and resilience models found in the Americas for the care and protection of children in the family. 

3.

“Children’s Rights and their Relation to the Different Types of Families”

· The family and community perspective as a service providing care to persons.

· Public policy guided by belief in the worth of every person is necessary for building a culture of family and community.

· Public policies on the family and their characteristics: comprehensive policies, joint policies, global policies, and cross-cutting policies. 

4.

“The Doctrine of Integral Protection and Current Family Law” 

· Analyzing current family law and the extent to which it includes the doctrine of integral protection.

· Presenting lines of action aimed at achieving change in family law. 

5.
“Family Violence and its Impact on Child Development”

· Violence as a destroyer of families that hinders sustainable development.

· The effects of family violence on the healthy development of children, and of the alteration of family dynamics between the spouses and other members of the family.

· The difference between family violence and the right to discipline.

· Describing the reality in the countries of the Americas and proposing lines of action to eradicate this vulnerability.

6.

“Promoting a Culture of Respect for Children’s Rights: The Roles of the Family, the State, Civil Society and the Media”

· Describing the importance of civil society organizations, various religious groups, universities, research centers, and private endeavors, among others, in promoting the family as the natural place for the full development of children.

· Reflecting on the importance of the media in fostering a culture of respect for the rights of children.

There were 42 presentations submitted by authors from 12 countries (Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela), of which 12 received awards, permitting them to be presented at one of the Working Groups of the Congress. 

2.2 Master Conferences 

Six Master Conferences were given at Plenary Sessions, addressing the six sub-themes of the Congress and acting as introductions to the work of the Working Groups.

Sub-theme 1: “The Family as the Institution with Primary Responsibility for the Protection, Upbringing, and Integral Development of Children and Adolescents”

DR. NORBERTO LIWSKI – ARGENTINA

Dr. Liwski is a member of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. He is a physician with a Doctorate in Social Pediatrics (OPS); Sustainable Development and Democracy, Catalonia-Spain University; Strategic Planning, Georgetown University, USA. 

Director of the Graduate Program “Adolescence and Youth Citizenship: Rights and Contradictions” at the Faculty of Law, University of Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Dr. Liwski’s scientific activities include:
Health, Ethics and Human Rights Defense Committee (CODESEDH).

Defence for Children International – Argentina. 

Ethics and Human Rights Committee of the Argentine Medical Confederation (COMRA).

International Association for Humanitarian Medicine. 

Latin American Council for Adult Education (CEAAL).

Consultant, Research Department, Faculty of Psychology of the University of Buenos Aires. 

Sub-theme 2: “Evolution of the Child’s Relationship with the Family”

BERNARDO KLIKSBERG – ARGENTINA

An adviser to the UN, IDB, ILO, UNESCO, UNICEF, OAS, PAHO and other international organizations, Kliksberg holds five university degrees, including two doctorates (in economics and management), all with the highest distinctions.

Many countries have honored him for his achievement and contributions. He has been named Honorary Professor, Professor Emeritus and Doctor Honoris Causa by several universities in the Americas, and has been a distinguished guest in several cities.

Kliksberg has worked as Director of the United Nations Project for Latin America for the modernization of the state and social management, and Coordinator of the Inter-American Institute for Social Development (INDES/IDB), providing senior management advisory services to more than 30 countries as well as presidents, public bodies, civil society and business organizations. He is the General Rapporteur of the World Congress on State Redesign.

Sub-theme 3: “Children’s Rights and their Relation to the Different Types of Families”

DAVID CALDERÓN – MEXICO

Calderón holds a Ph.D. from the Autonomous University of Mexico, where he also obtained his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees. He studied Social Sciences in Florence and Jewish Civilization at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He has taught at several institutions such as the ITESM, the Ibero-American University, the faculties of Medicine and Literature at the UNAM, and the University of Chicago.

He is a member of the Permanent Seminar of the National Commission on Bioethics (Secretariat of Health) and is the President of the Diagnosis on the Mexican Family, a joint research effort involving the DIF, the UNAM’s Social and Legal Research Institutes, the Secretariat of Labor and Social Security, and the National Institute of Statistics, Geography and Computer Science. He was General Coordinator of Humanities and Executive Director of the Faculty of Bioethics at Anáhuac University. He is currently the Director of Special Cultural Projects for the Teletón Child Rehabilitation Centers.

Sub-theme 4: “The Doctrine of Integral Protection and Current Family Law”

DANIEL O'DONNELL – USA 
Holder of a Juris Doctor degree (State University of New York, 1977), O’Donnell was the Director of Research for the Commission for Historical Clarification in Guatemala (1997) and the Assistant Director of the United Nations Secretary’s Research Team in Democratic Republic of Congo (1998). He has also worked as a consultant to the Office of the UN’s High Commissioner for Human Rights, UNICEF, UNHCR, UNDP, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and several NGOs. 

O’Donnell has given courses at the International Institute of Human Rights in Strasbourg, the International Institute of Humanitarian Law in San Remo, and the Academy on Human Rights and Humanitarian Law in Washington. He is currently working at the Innocenti Research Centre in Florence, coordinating a study on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.



Sub-theme 5: “Family Violence and its Impact on Child Development”

CECILIA PÉREZ DÍAZ – CHILE 

Cecilia Pérez Díaz is the Minister of the Chilean government’s National Service for Women. She holds a degree in Social Work from the University of Concepción and completed graduate studies in Family Psychology, applying it to Social Services (at the University of Concepción) and Regional and Local Development (at the University of Bordeaux, France). 

In her eleven years of professional practice, she has held various posts associated with public administration: at the local level with the Municipality of Concepción in the areas of community development and planning; at the regional level with the Regional Ministerial Secretariat for Planning (SERPLAC); and at the national level with the Social Policy Monitoring Program (MIDEPLAN). 

Since 1998, she has been working as Executive Director of the National Foundation for Overcoming Poverty, and as head of the area of studies and thematic coordination.

Sub-theme 6: “Promoting a Culture of Respect for Children’s Rights: The Roles of the Family, the State, Civil Society and the Media”

ANA TERESA LEÓN SÁENZ – COSTA RICA

Ana Teresa León Sáenz holds a Master’s Degree in Child Psychology and Development from Iowa State University, and has completed numerous courses on child development. She is an educator and researcher with universities in Costa Rica, Iowa State University, the Autonomous University of Central America, and the Center for Research and Instruction on Education (CIDE) of the National University of Costa Rica. She has been the Coordinator of the Family Benefits Programs and later the Technical Manager of Costa Rica’s National Child Board (PANI), the President of the Professional Association of Psychologists of Costa Rica, and a Member of the Board of Directors of the “Ser y Crecer” Foundation (on sexual abuse) and of the Union of Private Child Care Institutions. She is currently a Member of Costa Rica’s Technical Committee of the National Child Council and National Agenda for Children. She has published several books, brochures and articles in her area of expertise and has worked as a Consultant, Researcher and Speaker for international organizations such as UNICEF, the IDB and the IIN.

2.3 Working Groups 

Three working groups were formed to address the six sub-themes derived from the main theme of the Congress. These groups met over the course of the three days of the event. 

The first group, moderated by Dr. Jorge Valladares (Honduras), addressed the topics “The Family as the Institution with Primary Responsibility for the Protection, Upbringing, and Integral Development of Children” and “The Doctrine of Integral Protection and Current Family Law.” 

The second group, moderated by Dr. Ruben Katzman (Uruguay), addressed the topics “Evolution of the Child’s Relationship with the Family” and “Children’s Rights and their Relation to the Different Types of Families.”  

The third group, moderated by Ana Teresa León (Costa Rica), addressed the topics “Family Violence and Its Impact on Child Development” and “Promoting a Culture of Respect for Children’s Rights: The Roles of the Family, the State, Civil Society and the Media.”

The moderators presented reports on the activities of each group.

2.4 Plenary Sessions for Delegates

Three Plenary Sessions were held with the participation of 22 countries, where 18 Resolutions were proposed, drafted and approved, as well as the Final Declaration of the XIX Pan American Child Congress.

2.5 Stands, Contests and Exhibitions 

· There were four stands (Inter-American Children's Institute; National System for the Integral Development of the Family; SNDIF Network; Government of Canada).

· There were three Inter-American Contests on the topic of the family: a drawing contest for children; a postcard contest for adolescents; and an essay contest for youth.

· There were three exhibitions on the topic of the family: a drawing contest for children; a postcard contest for adolescents; and 150 photos of children, taken by two young Mexican photographers in 14 countries of Latin America.

3. RESOLUTIONS

IIN/RES. 1 (XIX-04): “The Family as the Institution with Primary Responsibility for the Protection, Upbringing, and Integral Development of Children.”
IIN/RES. 2 (XIX-04): “Evolution of the Child’s Relationship with the Family.”

IIN/RES. 3 (XIX-04): “Children’s Rights and Their Relation with the Family.”

IIN/RES. 4 (XIX-04): “The Doctrine of Integral Protection and Current Family Law.”
IIN/RES. 5 (XIX-04): “Family Violence and Its Impact on Child Development.”
IIN/RES. 6 (XIX-04): “The Impact of the Media on the Creation of a Culture Based on Children's Rights.”
IIN/RES. 7(XIX-04): “Funding of Resolutions Adopted by the Congress.” 

Mexico City

27-29 October, 2004

IIN/RES. 1 (XIX-04)

“The Family as the Institution with Primary Responsibility for the Protection, Upbringing, and Integral Development of Children”

(Submitted by the Delegation of Mexico)

THE NINETEENTH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS, 

CONSIDERING:

1. That resolution AG/RES. 678 (XIII-O/83) adopted by the OAS General Assembly approved the Inter-American Declaration on the Family, the first article of which states that “Every human being, especially every boy and girl, has the right to a family and to the stability of the family institution”;

2. That the operative paragraph of resolution AG/RES. 1951 (XXXIII-O/03) adopted by the OAS General Assembly states: “…Further, to reaffirm support for the work of the Inter-American Children’s Institute as a specialized organization of the Organization of American States, which is entrusted with promoting the study of subjects relating to mothers, children, adolescents, and the family in the Americas and the adoption of measures for solving their problems, in particular its activities to assist member states in their efforts to promote the establishment of national children’s systems and the professionalization of the national authorities entrusted with the topic of children”;

3. That the third consideration in resolution CD/RES. 19 (78-R/03) adopted by the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute reads: “That such occasion is deemed to be suitable for addressing family-related issues, taking into account their significance for the integral development of children and adolescents, and that it coincides with the celebration of the tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family in 2004”;

4. That the Plan of Action adopted by the Third Summit of the Americas held in Québec City, Canada, in April 2001, established the need for the States to “...Identify, share and promote best practices and approaches, particularly community-based approaches aimed at supporting families, meeting the needs of children and adolescents at risk and protecting them…”;

5. That several international instruments currently in force establish that family is the basic group of society and the natural environment for the growth and well being of all its members, particularly the children;

6. That the 2000-2004 Strategic Plan of the IIN has enabled this Specialized Organization to make progress concerning the implementation of public policies, regulatory prototypes, and information mechanisms that allow for preserving children’s rights while permanently reaffirming the role of the family as a protective environment and the role of the state as guarantor of the enforcement of those inherent rights;

7. That as part of the celebrations for the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family, the General Assembly of the United Nations, in resolution 57/164 of January 16, 2003, urged all United Nations bodies, the specialized agencies, the regional commissions, and the intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations concerned with family-related matters to make every possible effort towards the implementation of the objectives of the celebration by integrating the family perspective into the planning and decision-making processes;

8. The need to devise comprehensive public policies for the family and the need to strengthen the institutions entrusted with carrying them out.

RESOLVES: 

1. To urge the Member States to implement actions aimed at improving conditions for the integral well-being of the family, by strengthening the educational function of the father and mother, and recognizing it as the arena in which a culture of rights is exercised and promoted.

2. To request that the Inter-American Children’s Institute include, in its next Strategic Plan, actions to help reinforce the family as the natural and social environment for the development and welfare of children. 

3. To ask the Inter-American Children's Institute to draw up and present to the Directing Council an Inter-American Project for Public Policy, with an awareness of the family and the community, which, in a cross-cutting fashion, will serve to recognize, support, protect, and disseminate the institution of the family as the main arena for the exercise and promotion of a culture of respect for the rights of children. 

4. To recommend that the Member States of the Organization of American States and the organs of the inter-American system support the implementation of this resolution by incorporating awareness of the family into their different planning and decision-making processes.
Mexico City

27-29 October, 2004
IIN/RES. 2 (XIX-04)

Evolution of the Child’s Relationship with the Family

(Submitted by the Delegation of Uruguay)

THE NINETEENTH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS, 

CONSIDERING:

1.
That resolution AG/RES. 678 (XIII-0/83) adopted by the OAS General Assembly approved the Inter-American Declaration on the Family, the first article of which states that “Every human being, especially every boy and girl, has the right to a family and to the stability of the family institution”; 

2. 
That within the family both father and mother play a fundamental role in the integral protection of children; 

3. 
That such role evolves from a greater dependence to a greater autonomy together with the psycho-social development of children;  

4. 
That the gradual exercise of their rights by children and adolescents follows the same pattern of evolution, which should take place in healthy and favorable conditions; 

5. 
That note has been taken of the important need to strengthen policies, programs, and services for the family as well as the technical capabilities of those who are responsible for implementing such programs in accordance with a right-based approach; 

6. 
That paragraph 5 in the operative section of resolution AG/RES. 1951 (XXXIII-O/03) on the PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF CHILDREN IN THE AMERICAS adopted by the General Assembly on 10 June, 2003 urges member states to ensure that the human rights of children are included on the working agendas of the specialized organizations and conferences and the organs and entities of the Organization of American States;    

7. 
That the political will expressed by the Member States at this Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress is intended to promote the respect for the family as the fundamental ambit for the protection and promotion of the rights of children. 

RESOLVES:

a) To request the IIN Office to study and monitor the policies, programs, projects, and activities required for making up an evolutionary approach to child and family-related issues. 
b) To urge the Member States to make available to the IIN –on a voluntary basis– information on the above programs, projects, and activities for the purpose of recording it in the PIINFA Database.

c) To request the IIN to design, subject to resource availability and based on the information mentioned in item 1, a training course on “Children, Family, and Rights” addressed to operators and managers of child and family programs which should provide for an integrated view of the evolutionary development approach and the gradual exercise of rights, and make it available to the Member States within the framework of the technical assistance offered by the IIN. 

d) To urge the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development and other agencies in the inter-American system to support the proper implementation of this resolution.

Mexico City

27-29 October, 2004 
IIN/RES. 3 (XIX-04)

Children’s Rights and Their Relation with the Family

(Submitted by the Delegations of Canada, Paraguay, United States and Uruguay)

THE NINETEENTH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS, 

CONSIDERING:

1. That operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 1951 (XXXIII-O/03) adopted by the OAS General Assembly states: “…Further, to reaffirm support for the work of the Inter-American Children’s Institute as a specialized organization of the Organization of American States, which is entrusted with promoting the study of subjects relating to mothers, children, adolescents, and the family in the Americas and the adoption of measures for solving their problems, in particular its activities to assist member states in their efforts to promote the establishment of national children’s systems and the professionalization of the national authorities entrusted with the topic of children”; 

2. That one of the purposes of the Inter-American Children’s Institute, as provided for in its Statute, is to study the nature, scope, seriousness, and significance of the various problems affecting mothers, children, the family, and the community in the Americas; 

3. That the heterogeneity and cultural diversity that prevail in the countries of our region make it necessary to carry out technical studies on the rights of children and their families; 

RESOLVES:

To entrust the IIN to prepare, subject to its resource availability, a comprehensive study on the rights of children and their families and to design a proposal on the possible forms of protecting children’s rights.

Mexico City

27-29 October, 2004
IIN/RES. 4 (XIX-04)

The Doctrine of Integral Protection and Current Family Law

(Submitted by the Delegation of Chile)

THE NINETEENTH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS, 

CONSIDERING:

1. That the family plays a key role for the protection and promotion of children’s rights; 

2. That the fundamental need for domestic legislations to be consistent with an approach of promotion and integral protection of children’s rights has been recognized; 

3. That operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 1951 (XXXIII-O/03) adopted by the OAS General Assembly states: “… Further, to reaffirm support for the work of the Inter-American Children’s Institute as a specialized organization of the Organization of American States, which is entrusted with promoting the study of subjects relating to mothers, children, adolescents, and the family in the Americas and the adoption of measures for solving their problems, in particular its activities to assist member states in their efforts to promote the establishment of national children’s systems and the professionalization of the national authorities entrusted with the topic of children”; 

4. The importance of counting on studies on the relationship between the Integral Protection Doctrine and the family from a right-based perspective, with a proper emphasis on those subject-matter areas that are more urgent for the promotion of the children’s right to live with their families;  

RESOLVES:

1. To urge Member states to review, if appropriate, their family law and make it consistent with the Doctrine of Integral Protection. 

2. To entrust the Inter-American Children’s Institute to prepare, subject to its resource availability, a compared law study on family law in force in the member states. 
3. To entrust the IIN to prepare, subject to its resource availability, a study on the interpretation and application of the principle of the best interest of the child within the framework of family law in force in the member states.
Mexico City

27-29 October, 2004 
IIN/RES. 5 (XIX-04)

Family Violence and Its Impact on Child Development

(Submitted by the Delegation of Bolivia) 

THE NINETEENTH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS, 

CONSIDERING:

1. The importance of the adoption by member states of all the adequate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to preserve children from all forms of physical or mental violence, trauma or mistreatment, neglect, negligent treatment or exploitation –specially sexual abuse— while being under the care of their parents, legal guardians or any other person responsible for them; 

2. The need to materialize the political will expressed by the member states at this Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress for the detection, prevention and integral treatment of any situation affecting children’s rights;

3. The high incidence of family violence to which children in the region are subject; 

RESOLVES:

1. To urge those member states that may require so to design or to strengthen state policies for the prevention and treatment of family violence. 
2. To request the IIN to compile, subject to its resource availability, the experience of member states on intervention models on family violence developed by governmental or civil society entities in the member states.
Mexico City

27-29 October, 2004
IIN/RES. 6 (XIX-04)

The Impact of the Media on the Creation of a Culture Based on Children's Rights

(Submitted by the Delegation of Brazil)

THE NINETEENTH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS, 

CONSIDERING:

1. That communication plays a major role in politics, economics, and culture in every society throughout the world; 

2. That information technology, together with the political will to ensure access to it, provide for new and vital opportunities of political interaction, social and economic development, and cultural sustainability; 

3. That communication and information are fundamental social processes and the basis of any social organization; 

4. That member states recognize the significant role played by the media as well as the relevance of children’s access to information that promotes their development. 

RESOLVES:

To urge the IIN to develop, according to its resource availability, effective strategies to sensitize communication media practitioners on the importance of their role for the protection and promotion of the rights of children and their families.

Mexico City

27-29 October, 2004 
IIN/RES. 7(XIX-04)

FUNDING OF RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE CONGRESS

(Submitted by the Delegation of Mexico)

THE NINETEENTH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS,

CONSIDERING:

1. That Article 51 in the Rules of Procedure of the Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress approved by the Permanent Council in its session held on 5 August 2004 (CP/doc.3923/04) establishes that: “All resolutions, declarations and activities resulting from the sessions of the Congress must have the appropriate funding for their execution or the express willingness of those supporting the initiative to contribute or obtain the corresponding funds, so that they may be carried out by the IIN”; 

2. That the Congress deems it pertinent and necessary to secure the adequate implementation of the resolution that promotes the preparation and presentation of an Inter-American Project for Strengthening the Family and other related resolutions adopted herein. 

RESOLVES: 

1. To request the Office of the Director General of the Inter-American Children’s Institute to take the necessary steps before the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States for the creation of a specific account to fund the preparation and presentation of an Inter-American Project for Strengthening the Family and other resolutions adopted by the Congress; 
2. To urge the member states to contribute, to the extent of their possibilities, to the effective implementation of the resolutions adopted by the Congress.
3. FINAL DECLARATION

DECLARATION OF THE

NINETEENTH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS

The delegates of the Member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) to the Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress held in Mexico City on 27-29 October, 2004, after having discussed and analyzed its main theme “The Family: Basis for the Integral Development of Children and Adolescents”,  

CONSIDERING:

1. That in the framework of the Inter-American System, the “Inter-American Declaration on the Family” approved by the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (AG/RES. 678 XIII-0/83) declares that “Every human being, especially every boy and girl, has the right to a family and to the stability of the family institution”; 

2. That sub-paragraph 4 of paragraph 137 in Advisory Opinion No. 17 of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights of August 2002 stated that “the family is the primary context for children’s development and exercise of their rights”, thus establishing that the exercise or protection of rights is not possible without the family as such primary –and social– environment. The Court further stated that “the State must support and strengthen the family through the various measures it requires to best fulfill its natural function in this field.” The state should, by means of its whole social institutional structure, protect the integrity of the family in order to enable it to perform its social role of protection of and respect for children’s rights. 

3. That the Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress was convened within the framework of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family established in Resolution 44/82 adopted by the Forty-fourth Session of the United Nations General Assembly on 8 December, 1989;

4. That this year is also the anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child by the United Nations on 20 November, 1989;

5. That the Convention on the Rights of the Child sets forth a series of principles and provisions that identify the family as a key element for the integral development and protection of children’s rights; 

6. That the introduction to Chapter 18 on “Children and Youth” in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas stated that the promotion of children’s rights, as well as their development, protection and participation are essential to ensure the realization of their full potential; the Plan also proposes such specific actions as “... Identify, share and promote best practices (...), particularly community-based approaches aimed at supporting families, meeting the needs of children and adolescents at risk and protecting them…”;
7. That Resolution AG/RES 1951 (XXXIII-O/03) on the PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF CHILDREN IN THE AMERICAS adopted by the OAS General assembly on 10 June, 2003 urged the Member states to watch over the inclusion of children’s rights in the work agenda of specialized organizations and conferences, and organs and entities of the Organization of American States;   

8. That the Inter-American Children’s Institute has undertaken a significant effort for the promotion and protection of children’s rights within the framework of its 2000-2004 Strategic Plan;  

9. That such Strategic Plan has enabled the IIN to move forward on the implementation of public policies, regulatory prototypes, and information mechanisms in the OAS member states, thus reasserting the role of the family as a protective environment and the state’s assurance of the enforcement of children’s rights. 

BEARING IN MIND:

1. The Keynote Addresses that referred to each of the six sub-themes of the Congress, as follows: FIRST: “The Family as the Institution with Primary Responsibility for the Protection, Upbringing, and Integral Development of Children and Adolescents”; SECOND: “Evolution of the Child’s Relationship with the Family”; THIRD: “Children’s Rights and their Relation to the Different Types of Families”; FOURTH: “The Doctrine of Integral Protection and Current Family Law”; FIFTH: “Family Violence and its impact on Child Development”, and SIXTH: “Promoting a Culture of Respect for Children’s Rights: The Roles of the Family, the State, Civil Society and the Media”;

2. The conclusions of the three working groups on the above mentioned sub-themes which, among other aspects, establish:
· That within the family both father and mother play a key role in the integral protection of children, which evolves together with children’s psycho-social development shifting from a greater dependence to a greater autonomy; 
· That the gradual exercise of children’s rights also follows the same evolution process, which should be necessarily healthy and conducive;  
· That the need has been verified for a right-based approach training of the personnel who operates child and family programs;  
· That the heterogeneity and cultural diversity that prevails in the countries in the region makes it necessary to conduct technical studies on the rights of children and their families; 
· That it is important to count on studies on the Doctrine of Integral Protection as related to the family from a right-based approach, with due emphasis on those subject-matter areas that are most urgent for the promotion of children’s rights to live with their families;

· That the existence of important sectors of Latin American societies living in exclusion and poverty conditions has been confirmed and has an impact on family organization and structure and generates dysfunction, precludes adequate child protection, restricts child opportunities, and promotes a vicious cycle of right infringement and poverty reproduction; 

· That such situation calls for additional attention from the authorities responsible for designing and enforcing coordinated, cross-sectional, integral and overall child social policies.

· That family violence has gained an alarming dimension in the region, considering that its main victims are children whose rights are severely violated; 
· That states recognize some progress in the awareness and approach of this issue, but the difficulty persists of how to assess its true magnitude due to the absence of objective data and, in many cases, to its lack of visibility as it mostly occurs within the privacy of family coexistence; 

· That communication and information are key social processes within any social organization; 
· That communication in particular plays a major role in politics, economics and culture of all societies throughout the world and are determining factors of the dynamics and the functional nature of the various family structures; 
· That it has been consequently demonstrated that the media play a determining role in the creation of public opinion and therefore no cultural change can be conceived without the participation of this social actor; 

· That, within the framework of democracies, the media are the natural environment for peoples to exercise their right to free expression, and 
· That the family is the natural environment for the generation of a right-based culture;
DECLARE: 

1. That the political will stated by the Member states at this Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress aims to recognize, support, protect and promote the family as the main environment for the protection and advocacy of children’s rights. 

2. That the six sub-themes discussed during the Congress have become a valuable platform of knowledge that allows for understanding and ranking families according to their different roles and functions, as well as for fostering a series of concrete actions to be undertaken by the Inter-American Children’s Institute and the OAS member states. 

3. That those actions reflect in the seven resolutions adopted by this Congress which will be duly considered by the Member states for the preparation and implementation of their child legal provisions and policies. 

RECOMMEND:

1. The Inter-American Children’s Institute to include, among others, the following mandates provided for in the seven Congress resolutions in its 2005-2008 Strategic Plan: 

· The preparation and presentation to the Directing Council of an Inter-American Project on Public Policies under a family and community-based approach;

· The design of a training course on “Children, Family and Rights” for child and family program operators and managers;  

· The preparation of an integral study on the rights of children and their families; 
· A comparative family law survey in the countries of the region; 

· The preparation of a study on the interpretation and application of the principle of the best interest of the child in the framework of justice and family law, and 

· The compilation of experience gained by government organizations and civil society entities in the application of intervention models on family violence in the member states. 

· The development of effective strategies to sensitize social communication practitioners on the importance of their role for the protection and promotion of the rights of children and their families. 

2. This Declaration to be as widely disseminated as possible through the channels provided by the Organization of American States and those available in the member states.

In Mexico City, on the twenty-ninth day of October, 2004.
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