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Executive Summary

Colombia is a Social State of Law
. The Political Constitution of 1991 establishes the criteria and principles of integral child protection in its two dimensions: safeguarding children’s rights and protecting children whose rights are infringed. In addition, it establishes joint responsibility between the State, society and the family in assisting and protecting children in order to assure their integral development and the full exercise of their rights.
1. Family Description 

National statistics show that in Colombia 48 percent of the families are nuclear having two parents, 19 percent are extended families having two parents, 15 percent are extended single-parent units and 10 percent are single-parent nuclei.

The size of households declined significantly from 4.1 children in 1998 to 2.6 in 2002, whereas families in a situation of poverty have 4,7 children on average.

Although men are still predominantly heads of the family, the share of households with women as heads of the family is continuously increasing: 24 percent in 1995 and 28 percent in 2000. 

Fifty-four percent of rural families are nuclear, 32 percent are extended, 5 percent are compound and 8 percent have only one member. The average size of households is 4.5 people.

Sixty-one percent of children under 15 years of age live with both natural parents, 27 percent live only with their mother, almost 3 percent live only with their father and 8 percent with neither; the younger the child, the greater the probability of living with both natural parents.

The national rate for reporting domestic violence is 184 cases for every 100,000 inhabitants. Regarding mistreatment of women, psychological violence rose from 46 percent in 1995 to 50 percent in 2000. Physical mistreatment of women by their companions increased from 30 percent in 1990 to 35 percent in 2000. Sexual abuse of women by their husband or companion rose from 6 percent in 1990 to 8.2 percent in 2000
.

2. State policies and actions to strengthen child and family care
During the past years, Colombia has developed and implemented specific policies for integral attention to children and strengthening of the family. The following are worth highlighting:

2.1 National Policy for Prevention of and Attention to Domestic Violence: contains a strategy to support families in their mission of transmitting democratic and coexistence principles and values, to promote the peaceful settlement of family conflicts, and to improve the quality of services provided to families and to the victims of domestic violence.
2.2 Family education and strengthening: it includes all actions aimed at enabling the family as the basic human development unit, in order to favor the exercise of children’s rights. This attention is provided through the Family Educator Program, in which community leaders act as mediators and facilitators in settling family conflicts and promoting a culture of respect for children’s rights, as well as through the School for families Program, which seeks to support families in their formative role by implementing processes of reflection and participation.

2.3 Infant Care is offered mainly through the following programs: 1) Mother-child: aimed at providing family education and development, as well as improving the diet of pregnant women, nursing mothers and children under 7 years of age of families in rural areas; 2) Family, Women and Children (FAMI): directed at pregnant women, nursing mothers and children under 2 years of age; 3) Community Welfare Homes: aimed at fostering the psycho-social, moral and physical development of children under 7 years of age, as well as strengthen families with economic, social, cultural, nutritional and/or psycho-emotional vulnerability; 4) Infant, Nursing and Preschool Homes through the financing of nutritional, psycho-pedagogic and educational activities with the parents, and 5) Nutritional Supplement Programs: support proper child development by means of Child Breakfasts, recovery of the nutritional state and school breakfasts and lunches.

2.4 Attention to preadolescents and adolescents through services aimed at strengthening pre-teen and teen organizations as a space for group development that facilitate social integration and the exercise of their rights.

2.5 Attention to families of ethnic and rural groups: the program seeks to support processes that favor family development in indigenous, black and rural communities by reaffirming their cultural identity and customs and strengthening their social and political structures, so as to improve their living conditions and make possible their growth as persons and groups capable of exercising their rights.

2.6 Attention to families in a situation of forced displacement: places priority on pregnant and nursing women, as well as children up to 14 years old and is carried out through emergency attention, resettlement and return. 

2.7 Training leaders and educational agents: included among them are nearly 80,000 community mothers throughout the country.

2.8 Families in Action Program which grants the following types of conditional subsidies to families: a food subsidy to families with children under 7 years of age; a school subsidy for every child in 2nd to 5th grade in primary school; and a school subsidy for every child in 6th to 11th grade in middle and high school.

2.9 Protection Services: The Colombian Institute of Family Welfare (ICBF) assists children who have been separated from their parents, through different means that seek to protect them and restore those rights that have been threatened or deteriorated by abandonment or any other dangerous situation.

Attention in the Family Environment: the objective is to offer integral attention in favorable conditions in this environment, whether birth or surrogate family, that facilitates the child’s personal, family and social development.

Attention in ICBF Area Centers: directed at providing quality and timely assistance to children and families whose rights have been violated or are affected by domestic violence or armed conflict – situations that interfere with the normal development of relationships among family members – in order to guide them and/or link them to the different assistance programs. 
Attention in the institutional milieu: providing integral attention to children in situations of abandonment or extreme physical or psychological danger, through specialized institutions. It also includes family support actions in order to create emotional bonds that foster their return to family life and society.

Within this framework of restitution of rights, there is Attention to minors dissociated from the armed conflict, a response by the Government in the midst of the conflict.

2.10 Attention to the elderly: considered to be one of the most vulnerable members of the family group, especially those who have been abandoned, this program grants a subsidy to the poorest elderly persons who are not covered by the social security system. 

3. The influence of the media in bringing about a culture of children’s rights 

In Colombia, the media have joined the promotion of a culture that guarantees children’s rights. To that end, different programs, campaigns and rules within this framework of rights have been provided for, such as the Child Communication Project and the Community Educational Project.   

In the same regard, the Colombian State has undertaken different actions for adults and children to become familiar with the principles and provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
The ICBF is currently developing a Decalogue for the different media and hence for reporters who cover children and youth issues, so that they bear in mind in their news stories various aspects to avoid violating the rights of boys, girls and teenagers. 

Colombian regulations prohibit the media from carrying out interviews, publications or reports that arbitrarily meddle in their private life or their family’s private life, their residence, personal relationships or circumstances or that affect their honor and reputation.  

4. Conclusions and Recommendations

The way is paved for a realistic view of the situation and composition of today’s family. Emphasis is placed on the perspective of a family made up of legal persons and guarantors of rights, in accordance with an integral concept that identifies its role in care-taking, socializing and upbringing.

The State must create the minimum conditions to exercise and respect children’s rights and their right to a family, taken as a fundamental right. 

It is important to highlight the strengths of State action with emphasis on prevention, through orientation and family support services, so that the family can adequately fulfill its care-taking and socializing role.    

Special protection actions for children whose rights have been infringed must be aimed at caring for the child in the family environment.
It is essential to continue with legislative reform and updating efforts that foster and highlight the family’s key role in guaranteeing rights and its need for State protection and promotion.

Society and the State must protect the family with political, economic, social and legal measures that contribute to consolidating the unity and stability it requires to adequately fulfill its role.

At the international level, countries must reinforce cooperation aimed at disseminating successful experiences and exchanging technical knowledge in order to improve policies, programs and actions aimed at strengthening the family.  
� “Article 13: All people are born free and equal before the law; they shall be granted the same protection and treatment by the authorities and shall enjoy equal rights, liberties and opportunities without discrimination for reasons of gender, race, national or family origin, language, religion, or political or philosophical opinion.


The State shall promote the conditions for the equality to be real and effective and shall adopt specials measures in favour of discriminated or vulnerable groups. 


The State shall especially protect those people who, in light of their economic, physical or mental condition, are particularly fragile and shall punish any abuse or mistreatment against them.”


� The high level of incidence of these forms of domestic violence against women in 1990 and 2000 is probably due to the absence of reference data on this issue in the National Health Survey for those two years (for example, a specific time period or particular companion). In the 1995 survey, where the questions were asked in relation to the current companion, the average number of victims was significantly lower than in 1990 and 2000: 33 percent reported psychological aggression, 19.4 percent physical mistreatment, and 5.4 percent sexual abuse. 


 





