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On the occasion of the 79th Meeting of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute, the thirty-four member countries of the Organization of the American States (OAS) have been asked to present responses to the following six questions:

1. What are the mechanisms available to ensure that parents or legal                   representatives are given the related assistance required in order to                 guarantee the enforcement of the rights established in the Convention on the Rights of the Child? 

2. What intervention, mediation and resilience models are available for the       protection of children’s rights whenever they are violated in the family       environment? 

3. What are the various types of family in the country (taking into account ethnic   and cultural diversity)? What works on children’s rights related to this typology are currently in process? 

4. Analysis of the linkage between legal provisions in force provided for in       Family Law and the integral protection doctrine. 

5. How has family violence developed in the country and what is its present       scope? Whenever statistical data are not available, the use of indirect       information to assess such scope is suggested. 

6. What is the regulatory framework in force for regulating media operation as       far as children’s rights are concerned? (images of allegedly offender children, code of ethics for social communicators, etc.)

Canada is pleased to present herewith the requested responses.

1. What are the mechanisms available to ensure that parents or legal representatives are given the related assistance required in order to guarantee the enforcement of the rights established in the Convention on the Rights of the Child? 

The Government of Canada provides information to parents, legal representatives, teachers and children about the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) through various educational materials that have been developed around the CRC and are disseminated, on request, to the public at large.  Canadian federal government departments work cooperatively through interdepartmental committees to 
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ensure that research, policy and promotion activities are complementary and that information on CRC rights is disseminated throughout Canada through national campaigns, activities and days (such as National Child Day, November 20). In addition, provinces and territories have included human rights as a component of their social studies curricula, based generally on the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
(the Charter), but also to some extent on the CRC.   
The Government has also supported projects that provide children’s rights resources and workshops for people whose work affects children and who, in turn, have direct access to provide related assistance to parents and legal representatives. These include:   members of the legal and judicial systems, government officials, public policy makers, non-government organizations involved in child and youth issues, professionals in the health care system, teachers in the primary and secondary schools and early childhood education workers.  

In the follow-up to the UN Special Session on Children, the Government of Canada has ensured that Canada’s National Plan of Action is founded on the Convention. Canada continues to look for additional ways of raising youth and parental awareness of the CRC and would welcome any further ideas of the Member States.

With respect to legal assistance, the Government of Canada is generally of the view that equitable access to justice through programs such as legal aid is a key component of an effective justice system.  As regards youth criminal matters and rights that might be engaged under the CRC as a result thereof, responsibility for legal aid, including proceedings under the Youth Criminal Justice Act (YCJA), is divided between the federal government through its constitutional authority in matters of criminal law and support for legal representation in criminal matters under the Charter, and the provincial and territorial jurisdictions, under their constitutional authority for the administration of justice. The Government of Canada contributes to both criminal and civil legal aid programs geared towards youth by way of agreements with the provinces and territories.

Youth Criminal Justice Legal Aid Services 

The Government of Canada contributes to the costs of criminal legal aid by way of agreements with the provinces and territories. The legal aid agreements with the jurisdictions require that priority be given to coverage in proceedings involving a young person in respect of a serious offence contrary to an Act or Regulation of Parliament including an appeal by the Crown. In addition youth criminal justice legal aid is to be provided for an eligible young person where the interests of the young person and a person legally required to contribute to the cost of the young person's legal aid appear to conflict, and the young person is otherwise unable to retain counsel at his or her own expense.
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A key component of the Legal Aid Renewal has been the creation of an Investment Fund whose objectives are to develop and implement innovative approaches for the delivery of criminal legal aid services. From the increased legal aid funding, $19M per year has been directed to the provision of innovative services. While some innovations tend to help all participants in the justice system, approximately $3M per year of the investments directly impact on youth as follows:

	Jurisdiction
	Title
	Description

	Alberta  
	Youth Criminal Defence Office Enhancements
	Addition of staff lawyer in the Youth Criminal Defence Office to represent accused youth; half time social worker to support adolescent  accused; provide expert psychological opinions for accused youth.



	Manitoba
	Enhanced Duty Counsel Services
	Augmentation of youth services 

	Ontario  
	Service Diversification
	Establishment of 3 criminal law offices in large centres to develop expertise inter alia in youth criminal justice matters.



	Quebec
	Improve Services
	Improvement of criminal legal aid services to Aboriginal people in matters related to YCJA

Training and information for lawyers on legal aid and the YCJA

	Nova Scotia 

	Improve Services
	Improve access to legal aid services for youth by hiring 5 youth support workers and enhancing duty counsel assistance.
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Youth Civil Legal Aid Services
Civil legal aid is the responsibility of Canadian provinces as a part of the administration of justice, property and civil rights. Apart from direct contributions to the Territories through the Access to Justice Agreements, federal contributions to the costs of civil legal aid are through the Canada Social Transfer. The nature of this transfer permits the jurisdictions to set their own spending priorities.

Research conducted in the period leading up to the implementation of the legal aid initiative supported further investigation by way of pilot projects in areas of family law and immigration/refugee law.  While some initiatives tend to benefit all participants in the justice system, the following pilot projects are investments that have a particular youth focus in the provision of legal aid services:

7. Manitoba Para-legal Project in Refugee Law Services assists refugee claimants however reports indicate that this includes providing services to unaccompanied minors.

      2.  Manitoba Extended Duty Counsel Project in Child Protection Matters assist families that have come in conflict with the child protection agencies  with a view to providing adequate rehabilitative services or expedited return of children to their families.

Pro Bono Services

Some of the most innovative work being undertaken by members of the Canadian legal profession with respect to the protection of the rights of children is in the pro bono 

provision of legal services. A single example of this growing trend to provide adequate professional advocacy for children’s rights is found in The Child Advocacy Project (CAP) of Pro Bono Law Ontario. These services, which are not covered by Legal Aid Ontario, are provided in terms of: 

ADVANCE \d4
Representation of young people in education cases 

ADVANCE \d4
Representation of children in special education hearings 

ADVANCE \d4
Providing advocacy and mediation with school districts in special education and school attendance matters 

ADVANCE \d4
Representation of children in school discipline hearing and appeals 

ADVANCE \d4
Co-Counselling justice for children and youth with test cases and appellate level litigation 

ADVANCE \d4
Advice and opinion letters 
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CAP is a partnership between Justice for Children and Youth and The Advocates' Society. Training is provided for interested lawyers in the relevant areas of the Education Act including the appeals process of the Identification Placement and Review Committee.

2. What intervention, mediation and resilience models are available for the protection of children’s rights whenever they are violated in the family environment? 
Canada is a federal state in which legislative jurisdiction is divided between the national Parliament and the provincial and territorial legislatures.

The primary head of Parliament's legislative jurisdiction in relation to the protection of children is the criminal law power.  Under the criminal law power, Parliament can protect children’s rights in the family environment by addressing typically criminal purposes including the prohibition and punishment of violence against children.  Violence against children, and others, is addressed mainly through provisions of the Criminal Code of Canada, which is a federal statute that sets out the substantive elements of criminal 

offences.  The Criminal Code also sets out the penalties that may be imposed on adults convicted of criminal offences.  The Youth Criminal Justice Act (YCJA)  relies on the substantive elements of the offence as set out in the Criminal Code, but provides a separate system for dealing with offenders aged between 12-18, including the imposition of youth sentencing.

While general criminal offences are applicable to violent acts against children, there are also a number of child-specific offences in the Criminal Code, including offences relating to child pornography and child sexual exploitation. Other examples of child related offences include the failure by a parent, foster parent, guardian or head of family to fail to provide the necessities of life to a child under the age of 16.  This offence is currently punishable by a maximum of two years imprisonment.  It is also an offence to abandon or expose a child under the age of 10 to a situation so that the child’s life is endangered or its health is or likely to be permanently injured.  This offence is also punishable by a maximum of two years imprisonment.  Most recently, the Government of Canada has proposed legistlation to further protect children and other vulnerable persons from sexual exploitation, violence, abuse and neglect including increasing maximum sentences for child-related offences.  

In addition to ensuring that the federal criminal law adequately prohibits all forms of violence against children across Canada, the Government of Canada addresses the issue of violence against children, including protection from abuse and sexual exploitation, through a multi-pronged approach.  Federal police services have developed a variety of law enforcement tools and strategies to address the problem of exploitation of children. Also, in recognition that legislation and law enforcement alone cannot provide 
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the solution, programs and initiatives are undertaken to encourage the mobilization of communities and non-governmental organizations as they work to protect children and youth from exploitation.

Responsibility and legislative jurisdiction relating to the rights of children in the family 

justice system is also divided between the federal government and the provincial and 

territorial governments as a result of the distribution of legislative powers under the Canadian Constitution.  Custody, access of children and child support are areas of shared constitutional jurisdiction because the federal Parliament has jurisdiction over such matters in relation to the federal power over marriage and divorce, and the provinces have responsibility in relation to their power over property and civil rights.  

Through their power over property and civil rights, the provinces and territories are primarily responsible for the administration and enforcement of laws relating to the protection of children and youth, as well as the provision of socio-legal services geared towards children.  Accordingly, provincial and territorial governments have a major role to play in addressing the protection of children’s rights that are violated in the family environment.  This head of power permits the provinces and territories to legislate for the protection of children by enacting their own set of child protection legislation which operates with the best interests of the child in mind.  Where appropriate, each jurisdiction works collaboratively to assist the other in meeting and enhancing their policies and programs relating to children.

As well, the provinces are responsible for the administration of justice, which includes the administration of courts and the delivery of family justice services and the territories have delegated powers.  The federal government provides funding to the provinces and territories to support family justice services.

The provinces and territories offer a range of services for separating and divorcing parents and families to try to make the family justice system more accessible.  Such 

services range from basic information about family law to specialized assistance to keep family members safe during separation or divorce.

In addition, there is a growing awareness that children are often affected by divorce or separation, and are entitled to counselling, to make their needs and wishes known. While all provinces and territories put the primary emphasis on protecting the interests of children in custody and access cases, many are going beyond this to implementing services where the child is the client.

For examples of family justice services offered across Canada, refer to:

Federal Funding of Provincial and Territorial Child Support, Support Enforcement and Child Custody and Access Projects 1997-2001 at:

http://canada.justice.gc.ca/en/ps/sup/pub/Implementation1997_2001_files/Implementation1997_2001.html 
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or to: 
An Inventory of Government-Based Services That Support the Making and Enforcement of Custody and Access Decisions, at: http://www.justice.gc.ca/en/ps/pad/reports/invent/main.htm.  

For example, there is a growing awareness that children are often affected by divorce or separation, and are entitled to counselling, to make their needs and wishes known. While all the provinces and territories put the primary emphasis on protecting the interests of children in custody and access cases, many are going beyond this to implementing services where the child is the client. 

Generally, provincial and territorial child protection laws provide for state intervention where parents or legal guardians are unable or unwilling to provide a minimum standard of care for their children.  The minimum standard covers the child’s physical well-being and has been expanded to include the child’s emotional and psychological needs. The primary consideration in determining the child’s welfare lies in the "best interests of the child" which is assessed on the civil standard of proof, namely a "balance of probabilities" as opposed to the criminal standard of "beyond a reasonable doubt".
The following Chart sets out the various provincial and territorial legistlation relating to child protection.

	Child Protection Legislation in the Provinces and Territories

TC \l4 "Child Protection Legislation in the Provinces and Territories

	Child Protection Legislation in the Provinces/Territories
	Age of Protection/ Extended Care Provisions
	Mandatory reporting and penalties for failing to report

	Newfoundland and Labrador, Child Youth and Family Services Act (CYFSA)
	Age of protection – under 16 years

Extended care provisions – 21 years
	Mandatory reporting and failure to report child abuse or neglect may lead to a fine up to $10,000 or possible imprisonment of up to six months.

	Prince Edward Island

Child Protection Act, proclaimed April 2003, C-5.1
	Age of protection – 16 years

Extended care provisions – 18 years
	Mandatory reporting with a penalty of up to $2,000, for failing to report neglect or abuse. Only exception is privileged solicitor-client relationships.

	Nova Scotia

Children and Family Services Act (CFSA) 1990
	Age of protection – under 16 years

Extended care provisions –21 years
	Mandatory reporting with a possible fine of up to $2,000 or/and imprisonment of up to 6 months. A professional or official who has been involved with the child but fails to report any abuse may face a fine up to $5,000 and/or possible imprisonment of up to 1 year.

	New Brunswick

Family Services Act, S.N.B. 1980, c. F-2.2
	Age of protection – 16 years and included disabled persons under the age of 19

Extended care provisions – beyond 19 years
	Mandatory reporting in instances of abuse under the age of 16, penalties for not reporting for professionals who fail to report subject to fine up to $7,500 or jail term up to 90 days.


	QuébecLoi sur la protection de la jeunesse (Youth Protection Act). R.S.Q. c. P-34.1
	Age of protection – 18 yearsExtended care provisions – 21 years
	Mandatory reporting for professionals, employees of an institution, teachers or police officers who in the performance of their duties have grounds for reporting abuse. A penalty for not reporting is a fine between $250 to $25000 and/or may lead to an offence.

	Ontario

The Child and Family Services Act
	Age of protection – 16 years

Extended care provisions – 21 years crown wards only
	Mandatory reporting and any professional who refuses to do so is liable on conviction to a fine up to $1,000.

	Manitoba

The Child and Family Services Act
	Age of protection – 18 years

Extended care provisions – 20 years
	Mandatory reporting, failure to do so results in the person committing an offence punishable on summary conviction, possible fine up to $500 and/or six month jail term.

	Saskatchewan

The Child and Family Services Act (CFSA)
	Age of protection – unmarried person under 16 years

Extended care provisions – 21 years permanent wards or long term agreement
	Mandatory reporting and failure to report is punishable by a prison term of up to 24 months and/or a maximum fine of up to $25,000.

	Alberta

Child Welfare Act (CWA)
	Age of protection – 18 years

Extended care provisions – 20 years
	Mandatory reporting and failure to do so is an offence liable to a fine of no more than $2,000 and, in default of payment, to imprisonment for up to 6 months.

	British Columbia

Child, Family and Community Service Act
	Age of protection – 19 years 


	A person who fails to report a child in need of protection or knowingly reports false information commits an offence and is liable to a fine up to $10,000 and/or imprisonment term of up to 6 months.

	Northwest Territories

Child and Family Services ActTC \l5 "Child and Family Services Act
	Age of protection – 16 years

Extended care provisions – 19 years
	A person failing to report is guilty on a summary conviction to a fine not exceeding $5,000 or/and imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months.

	Yukon

Children’s ActTC \l5 "Children’s Act
	Age of protection – 18 years

Extended care provisions – 19 years
	False or malicious reporting may result in a fine of up to $5,000 and/or imprisonment of up to 6 months.

	Nunavut

Child and Family Services Act (CFSA)
	Age of protection – 16 years

Extended care provisions – 19 years
	A person failing to report is guilty on a summary conviction to a fine not exceeding $5,000 and/or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months.

	Source: Secretariat to the Federal/Provincial/Territorial Working Group on Child and Family Services Information, 2002 (cited in Family Violence in Canada: A Statistical Profile 2003)
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3. What are the various types of family in the country (taking into account ethnic and cultural diversity)? What works on children’s rights related to this typology are currently in process? 
Canadian families take many forms.  The Canadian Census defines “family” for those purposes as "a married couple (with or without children of either or both spouses), a couple living common-law (with or without children of either or both partners) or a lone parent of any marital status, with at least one child living in the same dwelling.  A couple living common-law may be of opposite or same sex. Children in a census family include grandchildren living with their grandparent(s) but with no parents present".  

ADVANCE \d4Many factors contribute to the diversity of family arrangements in Canada, including changing social attitudes to divorce, reflected in amendments to the Divorce Act in the late 1960s, the growing number of common-law relationships (both opposite-sex and same-sex), and changes in age of marriage, and in patterns of child-bearing and responsibility for child-rearing, due to increased participation of mothers and fathers in the paid labour market.  In addition, there has been an increase in the number of lone-parent families and in individuals living alone, with family responsibilities outside their household.  

All children are treated equally under Canadian legislation, regardless of the family form, ethnic or cultural group.The inclusion of equality protections in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms (the Charter)  have led to a review of legislation, regulations and policies by Canadian governments and employers to extend social security and employment benefits to common-law couples in the same manner available to married couples, as well as extending obligations to common-law couples. Such changes have had a direct impact on children.  In 2000, for example, the Government of Canada moved to extend equal treatment in 68 federal laws to common-law partners of the opposite-sex and the same-sex by enacting the Modernization of Benefits and Obligations Act.  This statute ensures that persons in committed relationships and their children have equal treatment under the law in relation to federal benefits and obligations with those of married persons and their children.  In addition, under this Act, all remaining references and distinctions relating to illegitimate children or children born out of wedlock were eliminated. 

In addition, as of October 1, 2004, court challenges under the Charter have led to the legal recognition of civil marriage for same-sex couples in five provinces and one territory.  Further,  the Government of Canada has referred a draft bill to the Supreme Court of Canada that would extend equal access to civil marriage to same-sex couples, while also recognizing the freedom of churches and other religious organizations not to perform marriages where it would be against their religious beliefs.  The Government has indicated that once the Supreme Court has examined the draft bill and given its opinion on the constitutional questions set out in the reference, a bill will be introduced in the House of Commons, and debated through the usual legislative process.
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4. Analysis of the linkage between legal provisions in force provided for in Family Law and the integral protection doctrine. 
"Integral protection" is not a term used  in Canadian federal, provincial or territorial family law statutes.  However, the best interests of the child principle is commonly used in legislation dealing with children’s issues.  Because family law is an area of shared constitutional jurisdiction among the Government of Canada, ten provinces and three territoires, there are at least fourteen different statutes and fourteen different statutory provisions governing custody and access of children in Canada.  All provide that the governing and fundamental principle is the best interests of the child.  As well, some legislation and family justice services promote the voice of the child in decisions that affect them.
Provinces and territories have constitutional authority over child welfare matters.  These matters are also governed by the best interests of the child principle. Since the turn of the 20th century, provinces and territories have developed their own child protection legislation. In some of these jurisdictions, it is administered by the provincial or territorial governments; in others, child protection services are provided by local Children's Aid Societies.

5.  How has family violence developed in the country and what is its present scope? Whenever statistical data are not available, the use of indirect information to assess such scope is suggested.  

In Canada, as in many other countries around the world, the incidence of family violence is a growing concern. The Canadian Incidence Study of Reported Child Abuse and Neglect (1998 ) was the first national study of the incidence of child abuse and neglect reported to, and investigated by, child welfare services in Canada. The study estimated that 135,573 child maltreatment investigations were conducted in Canada in 1998. This translates to an annual incidence rate of 21.52 investigations per 1,000 children. Almost half of these incidents were substantiated by the investigating worker. Family members or other persons related to the child victim constituted the vast majority (93%) of alleged perpetrators among these substantiated cases. 
Family Violence in Canada: A Statistical Profile Report, produced by the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, is an annual report which provides the most current data on the nature and extent of family violence in Canada. Family Violence in Canada : A Statistical Profile 2004, was the seventh such annual report. Among its findings were the  following :
· In 2002, children and youth under the age of 18 represented 23% of Canada’s population and accounted for 24% of all victims of sexual and physical assaults reported to police departments.
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· In 2002, one quarter of assaults against children and youth were at the hands of family members. Young females were more likely than boys to be victimized by a family member ( 31% compared to 19% ).

· Parents were responsible for the majority of family-related physical and sexual assaults of children and youth (69% and 43% respectively).

· Among family homicides, infants under the age of one had the highest homicide rate among children and youth.

The Government of Canada is committed to reducing the incidence of violence in Canadian families. The Government of Canada believes that the best way to address family violence is to support a common vision and a coordinated approach.ADVANCE \d4
The Family Violence Initiative, the first phase of which was launched in 1988, is a long-term commitment of the Government of Canada to a long-term societal problem with myriad social, justice, and health dimensions. Since 1996, the Family Violence Initiative has been an ongoing commitment, providing annual funding of $7 million that is shared among seven federal departments as a supplement to expenditures from their ongoing 

budgets that they and other departments, agencies and Crown corporations make to address the issue. The Initiative is intended to foster collaboration, create partnerships and provide opportunities for joint Canadian action against family violence. This additional annual allocation of $7 million is used to coordinate the Family Violence Initiative, collect national data, address identified gaps and operate the National Clearinghouse on Family Violence, which is a national resource centre that collects, develops and dessiminates information on family violence.

The mandate of the Family Violence Initiative during its most recent phase from 1997 – 2002   was to: promote public awareness of the risk factors of family violence and the need for public involvement in responding to the problem; strengthen the ability of the criminal justice and housing systems to respond to the problem; and support data collection, research and evaluation efforts to identify effective interventions. The objective of the next phase of the Family Violence Initiative will be to reduce the occurrence of family violence in Canadian society.  The Initiative will continue to measure its achievements according to the following key results:

· Effective, efficient and coordinated federal policy development and programming on family violence issues

· Enhanced prevention of and improved community response to family violence, and development and implementation of community activities to reduce family violence; 

· Increased public awareness of and reduced tolerance for family violence.
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More information can be found in the Family Violence Initiative’s Year Five Report: http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hppb/familyviolence/pdfs/Family-Violence-Report-040224.pdf 













Provincial and Territorial Government Programming on Family Violence Prevention 
Recently the Federal-Provincial-Territorial Ministers Responsible for the Status of Women concluded their 23rd annual meeting. This meeting focused priority attention on violence prevention for Aboriginal women. To improve the situation of Aboriginal women, Ministers agreed to take joint and/or individual government action: on access to programs and services, public education and awareness, capacity-building and policy enhancement according to their respective priorities and needs.
In addition, individual provinces and territories have created policies and programs that address violence against children.  Among the initiatives taken at the Provincial and Territorial level are the following:

· production of a public document promoting specific measures of government departments in response to sexual assault, meant primarily for women and children and addressing prevention, detection and intervention;

· implementation of a Framework for Action Against Family Violence, designed to improve the response of the Provincial justice system to victims of spousal or partner violence;

· launching of a five-year, province-wide, multi-departmental Violence Prevention Initiative that reflects a government-community partnership to find long-term solutions to the problem of violence against those most at risk - women, children, the elderly, and other vulnerable people who are victims of violence because of their race, ethnicity, sexual orientation or disability; 

· a coordinated interdepartmental process to update protocols regarding violence against women, with an explicit link with violence against children; and  

· implementation of a Provincial Framework for Action that was developed as a result of months of province-wide consultations and is meant to set the direction, lay the foundation and describe the essential building blocks for a comprehensive approach to family violence and bullying."
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Emerging Issues - The Effects of Witnessing Violence
Over the past decade, the Government of Canada has become increasingly concerned about the impact on children of exposure to violence within the family.   As a result of the findings of recent research, this issue is becoming increasingly important in the current policy development around family violence.  Various Canadian research studies have suggested that infants, children, adolescents and adults exposed to and/or experiencing family violence may face a range of both short-term and long-term physical, psychological and behavioral health conditions.

For example, in April 2004, H. Berman and D. Sgarbossa conducted research and wrote a paper entitled, Child Maltreatment and Exposure to Family Violence: Possible Links to Infant, Child, Adolescent and Adult Health. According to this study, some of these conditions may include: attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder, emotional disturbances, academic difficulties, drug use, eating disorders, psychiatric disorders and suicide. In their work, Berman and Sgarbossa also cite a variety of studies on a possible link between brain development and maltreatment during infancy. Children who are chronically traumatized may develop attention, sleep and mood disorders.  Interference with brain development may be associated with developmental delays including motor, language, social and cognitive impairment.

6. What is the regulatory framework in force for regulating media operation as far as children’s rights are concerned? (images of allegedly offender children, code of ethics for social communicators, etc.)

With respect to criminal offences, Canada’s Youth Criminal Justice Act provides that  "no 

person shall publish the name of a young person, or any other information related to a young person, if it would identify the young person as a young person dealt with under this Act".  There are some exceptions to this rule. For example:

·  if the young person receives an adult sentence

· by order of the court, if an adult sentence is sought but a youth sentence received, in the course of the administration of justice when the objective is not to make the information known in the community 

· in the course of the administration of justice, when the objective is not to make the information known in the community

· the youth, upon attaining the age of eighteen years, may therafter publish or cause to be published information that would identify him or her, provided he or she is not in custody at the time
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· on application by a peace officer, for a limited period of time if there is reason to believe the youth is a danger to others and publication is necessary to assist in apprehending the youth

With respect to young victims of youth crime, the YCJA  provides that "no person shall publish the name of a child or young person or any other information ... if it would identify the child or young person as having been a victim of, or having appeared as a witness”.  That child victim or witness may publish or cause to be published the information once he or she attains the age of 18, or under 18 with the consent of a parent or the parents of the 

child or young person if they are deceased.  A child or young person may also apply to the Court for permission to publish. 

The proposed new legislation referred to in question #2, together with Canada’s National Strategy to Protect Children from Exploitation on the Internet, provide a comprehensive framework to support Canadian law enforcement’s efforts to combat child sexual exploitation. Other Canadian government programs relating to media operations include the launch, in February 2001, of the Canadian Strategy to Promote Safe, Wise and Responsible Internet Use (“Cyberwise Strategy”).  The Strategy was developed and implemented by Industry Canada in partnership with the Departments of Justice, Solicitor General, Canadian Heritage and the Canadian Association of Internet  Providers. 

 The Strategy’s five priorities are:

· Supporting initiatives that educate and empower users

·  Promoting effective industry self-regulation

· Strengthening the enforcement of laws in cyberspace

· Implementing hotlines and complaint reporting systems

· Fostering consultation between the public and private sectors, and their counterparts in other countries

Three key research studies commissioned as part of this Strategy examined parental perceptions of the Internet, including its benefits and risks, and surveyed young persons’ Internet practices including their exposure to sexually-explicit and hateful material.

Previously, in September 2000, Canadian Federal, Provincial and Territorial Ministers Responsible for Justice directed officials to review the issue of violence in video games and news media.  The ensuing Federal/Provincial/Territorial Working Group’s final recommendations (May 2002) addressed/promoted:
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· Self-regulation of retail distributors of video games (within provincial/territorial jurisdiction)

· Cross-sectoral approaches to video game classification (within provincial/territorial jurisdiction)

· Initiatives targeting education and awareness

· On-going related research in partnership with other stakeholders.

This review complemented the work undertaken by the Federal/Provincial/Territorial Working Group on Offensive Content on the Internet, established in December 1997 by Federal/Provincial/Territorial Ministers Responsible for Justice. This Working Group’s March 2001 Final Report included recommendations for an integrated approach for dealing with illegal and offensive content on the Internet that combined effective law enforcement, education and awareness building and increased cooperation with industry.

The findings and recommendations of these working groups are informing continuing related efforts of all levels of government.
