STENOGRAPHIC VERSION OF THE ADDRESS DELIVERED BY THE SECRETARY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, LUIS ERNESTO DERBEZ, AT THE CLOSING CEREMONY OF THE NINETEENTH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS.
Mexico City, 29 October, 2004

Mr. President Vicente Fox Quesada, 
Dear friends,
The creation of opportunities for the children in the Americas is our responsibility as governments. Our commitment with a better world, with a full democracy for all citizens requires the implementation of actions that should become actual living conditions for children at present. 
Once these three days of work are over, the Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress has enabled us to develop a valuable exercise of reflection and exchange of experience aimed to identify better mechanisms for designing long-term child policies in the Americas. 
Pan American Congresses have allowed for becoming acquainted with the progress achieved by our nations in the implementation of public policies in such sensitive areas as the fight against child drug addiction, the prevention of child sexual exploitation, the inclusion of children with different capabilities, the adoption of legal provisions for children or the promotion and advocacy of children’s rights. 
I wish to highlight the task accomplished by the Inter-American Children’s Institute which has specially focused the integral treatment of child-related issues. We support the commitment assumed by that organization and encourage it to keep struggling for the benefit of the most valuable asset of our countries: the children who represent the coming generations. 
We should start by acknowledging that we are facing the challenge of offering decent living conditions to millions of children who survive in the streets with no opportunity whatsoever. The existence of children who have no horizon in their lives in Latin America and the Caribbean makes it clear that our elective democracies must bear the responsibility of translating their actions into full political, economic and social rights for our children. 
We must work in a coordinated manner in order to implement programs allowing for extend the benefits of democracy and globalization to indigenous children in the countryside and the cities. 
The works and conclusions of this Congress are a call of attention for governments to place the major child and family-related issues at the first level of the political consideration that they deserve. We must translate the outcome of this event into a direct action in each country and into joint efforts through inter-country cooperation. 
This responsibility is not limited to the governmental context but it also requires the active participation of educational, academic and specialized institutions, as well as civil society entities. For such reason, I specially recognize the participation of representatives of such sectors. 
Your analysis and recommendations have a great importance for undertaking those actions that are urgently called for by society, families and children in the countries of the Americas. 
Our present task consists of improving the quality of national programs and inserting them into the wider context of a full compliance with our international commitments, such as the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Dear friends,
This Congress, jointly organized with the Organization of American States, has highlighted the duty of all national agents to work in a coordinated manner in order to strengthen the role of the family as the primary field of action for the benefit of children. 
The Government of Mexico reiterates its support to the OAS and the inter-American efforts aimed to fulfill such purpose. As shown by its participation in this Congress, the OAS makes a key contribution to the analysis of priority issues within the regional agenda and to the concrete results of decision-making. 
Let us all –all the countries in the Americas—promote its strengthening because it implies working for the benefit of the major causes in our Continent. 
Thank you very much.
PAGE  
2

