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Good morning. Thank you very much, it is an honor to share this morning with you. According to UNESCO statistics, 117 million people under 20 years of age live in poverty conditions in Latin America and the Caribbean. 


The largest number of children concentrates in the poorest households in the region. Therefore, their call is unavoidable and responding involves more than an act of love for life; it is an act of historical responsibility of our nations. 


Good morning; my affectionate greetings to Mr. Luigi Einaudi, Secretary General of the Organization of American States, as well as to Mr. Alejandro Bonasso, Director General of the Inter-American Children’s Institute and all the authorities from our country and abroad. 

I salute you and sincerely appreciate your presence as well as your valuable effort for holding this significant event. I also greet the academicians, experts, and government officials that visit us today. Mexico welcomes you all with our arms wide open. 

On behalf of the President of the Republic, Vicente Fox, and my own, I friendly welcome all the participants in this Congress. We wish you a very pleasant stay and the greatest possible success in your work. 



My dearest Ana Tere, I also wish to have a public recognition for you: Ana Tere was elected, by unanimity and acclamation, as the President of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute of the OAS. Congratulations, Ana Tere. 



Dear Senator who visits us from Canada, thanks again for your company. Only one day ago, in Ottawa, Canada, we shared a most valuable talk –and a delicious meal— thank you very much. 


Dear friends: holding this Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress in Mexico has a special meaning for our country. It reflects the importance that the government headed by President Vicente Fox assigns to children, adolescents, and the family. It certainly reflects the common concern and joint responsibility that our sister nations have to respond more effectively to the great challenges imposed at the beginning of the 21st century. 

There is no doubt that future must be built up today; thus, the need to fully understand the prevailing situation in order to make the best possible decisions. We are convened by one common claim: to analyze the role of families from the perspective of children’s integral development. 


This call is more than timely. It is a timely call to analyze, debate and seek for solutions. It is a basic call to pinpoint new paths and assume courageous, daring and, above all, effective actions. It is an unavoidable call to suggest and make the best possible decisions. 

I am fully confident that your analysis, reflections and suggestions will contribute to build up the future we long for. Mankind keeps the family as the core cell of social organization. It is precisely there, in the heart of our families, where essential values, principles and basic rules for a harmonious coexistence in society are forged with the vital strength of love. 


That is the reason for the importance of the right of families to be protected by societies and states. Whatever we do or do not within our families will reflect in our social coexistence. 

The beginning of the new century and its associated globalization opened new windows of opportunities to create a more just, fair and equitable world. The democratic processes experienced by most of our nations favor the scenario for turning the family into the soundest and best protected institution. 


By protecting and strengthening families we are protecting and strengthening our future. The future of our families will be safest if today we are able to endow our public policies with a hundred percent human image. 



The future is certainly built up today, but challenges remain huge. In spite of all kinds of backwardness that subsist in the region, the significant progress achieved by international organizations and the will of our countries is a fact. 


Facts talk by themselves and boost our optimism. The celebration –a successful one considering the outcome—of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family and the commitments assumed within the framework of the Convention on the Rights of the Child have firmly set the grounds of such future. 



Nevertheless, we are forced to speed up our pace. Let us remember that time is a non renewable resource. Future demands acting decisively, efficiently and promptly. The primary responsibility for the protection, education and development of children pertains, in principle and basically, to the families. 


Thus, our states should approach the family situation as an issue related to children’s well being. In this connection I celebrate the wise and accurate integration of the three working groups that will meet during this Congress. The themes to be considered address the major links required for the coming generations to grow up amidst the family, in a context of love, understanding and happiness. 



Dear friends: I fully agree with Kofi Annan’s statement that “the combat against poverty does not only mean food on the table” of our families.  The reality we are facing today is as dynamic as complex. 


Far more than good will is certainly required. Words should be imperatively accompanied by feasible and possible actions. It has been demonstrated that our governments require a society, they need the support of our societies and our societies need the support of our governments. 


Family violence, the increasing number of households headed by women and the lack of respect for the human rights of millions of children make it indispensable to count on the active and professional participation of civil society entities. 


Even more so if we consider that a significant number of families in the hemisphere have features far different from traditional. 


Mono parental families where women represent are the basic economic provider or families where children must leave school in order to contribute to household expenses, are only a few examples that enlighten the scope of the irreversible transformations experienced in recent decades. 


However, in each and all of them children will keep holding a central position. Therefore, and precisely because of that, tables in our  households should show, besides meals, the opportunities to live with health, quality education, decent jobs, a house of its own, love, harmony and peace. 


In order to achieve that purpose we must work from the very root of the problem. As Mr. Alejandro Bonasso stated, we should start from an approach that privileges children’s rights. 

Such an approach, besides being an “accessible and fundable proposal”, is an “absolutely necessary” one. 


The peace and strengthening of our families justify so. The happy and fully realized future of our children –and consequently of our society and nations— make it essential. 


Congratulations, thank you very much, and my very best wishes of success. 

