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CHAPTER 36
EDUCATION 60f 1991,
21 of 1996.
[24th April, 1991]  420f 1999.
PART |
Preliminary
1.-(1) ThisAct may be cited asthe Education Act. Short titleand
commencement.
(2) It shall comeinto force on such date asthe Minister may, by order
published in the Gazette, appoint.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires- Interpretation.
(a) “Chief Education Officer” meansthe Public Officer ap-
pointed as such under section 4 (1) of thisAct;
(b) “child of compulsory school age” meansany personwhois  210f 1996.
between five years and fourteen years of age;
(c) “community school” meansaschool or institution not owned 21 of 1996.
by aspecific person, organization or group of organizations
and whichismanaged by aBoard composed mainly of repre-
sentatives of parents, school staff and local community orga-
nizations,
(d) “Council” meansthe National Council for Education estab-
lished under section 7 of thisAct;
(e) “denomination” refersto religious denomination;
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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8 CAP. 36] Education

(f) “government school” meansaschool maintained wholly from
the General Revenue;

(9) “government-aided school” meansaschool inreceipt of agrant-
in-aid from the Government in accordance with the provisions
o thisAct;

(h) “manager, managing authority or board of governorsor trust-
ees’ meansaperson or committee appointed in accordance
with section 14 of thisAct;

(i) “Minister” meansthe Minister responsiblefor education; and
“Ministry” shall be construed accordingly;

() “non-coeducational” refersto aschool, college or other educa-
tional institutionin which all students are of the same gender;

(k) “parent”, inrelation to any child, includesaguardian or any
person who has actual custody of the child;

(D “post-secondary ingtitution” or “tertiary ingtitution” refersto edu-
cational ingtitutionswhose normal matriculation requirements
include completion of secondary school;

(m) “prescribed” means determined by rules made under thisAct;

(n) “preschool” means an educational institution or programmefor
children between the ages of threeand fiveyears,

(0) “primary school” meansaschool recognized by the Ministry of
Education asproviding instruction and training suited to the ages,
abilitiesand aptitudes of children between the ages of five
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yearsand fourteen years,

(p) “principal” means, inrelation to any school, theteacher in
charge of the school;

() “privateschool” meansaschool whichisneither agovernment
school nor agovernment-ai ded school;

() “proprietor” means— 21 of 1996.

(i) inrelationtoaschool, the person or body of persons
responsiblefor the management of the school; and

(i1) inrelationto an application for alicenceto operate a
school, the person or body of persons proposing to be
responsible for the management of such school.

() “registered pupil” means, inrelation to any school, apupil
recorded as such in theregister kept in accordance with rules
made under this Act, but does not include any child who has
been withdrawn from the school;

(t) *“school” meansan institution that provides preschool, pri-
mary or secondary education; and “institution” refersto edu-
cational institutions providing someform of schooling;

(u) “school attendance officer” means aperson appointed under
section 38 of thisAct;

(v) “school year” meansa period prescribed or approved as such
under thisAct or regul ations made thereunder;
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10 CAP. 36] Education

(w) “secondary school” means aschool recognized by the Ministry of
Education as providing education and training suited to the ages,

abilitiesand aptitudes of students between the ages of twelveyears
and eighteen years;

(X) “teacher” meansa person appointed by the manager or managing
authority of aschool for the purpose of instructing students;

(y) “term” meansaperiod during the school year as prescribed or ap-
proved under this Act or regulations made thereunder;

(20 “walking distance” means, inrelation to a child who has not at-
tained the age of eight years, two miles, and, in the case of achild

eight years and above, three miles, measured by the nearest avail -
ableroute.

PART II

The Ministry of Education

General functions 3 (1) The Ministry of Education, under the general direction of theMinister,
Efcﬂ:;\iﬂo':'sny o shall work in partnership, consultation and cooperation with churches,
' communities, voluntary organizations, private organizationsand such other

organi zations and bodieswhich the Ministry may identify and recognize as

education partnersfor the sufficient and efficient provision of educationin
Belize.

21 0f 1996.

(2) Indischarging itsfunctionsunder subsection (1) above, the Ministry
of Education shall:-

(a) establish and set national education goalsand policies;
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Education [CAP.36 11

(b) providesupport systemsfor the effective delivery of appropriate
and equitable educational servicesat all levelsof the education
System;

(c) monitor the quality and effectiveness of education and the pre-
school, primary, secondary, and post-secondary levelsof the edu-
cation system.

(3) (a) District Education Councilsshall be established to assist the
Ministry of Education in planning, managing and monitoring the
delivery of educational servicesineachdistrictin Belize.

(b) Thecomposition and termsof reference of the District Education
Councilsshall be as specified in Rules made under thisAct.

4.-(1) Thereshall beaChief Education Officer who shall beapublicofficer  Appointment of
appointed by the Governor-General , with the advice of the Prime Minister g?f[ef Education
in accordance with section 107 of the Constitution of Belize. C A'Fﬁ"

(2) The Chief Education Officer shall beresponsiblefor advising the
Minister and the National Council for Education on educational policy and
for the discharge of the functions of the Ministry of Education under this
Act and any rules made thereunder.

(3) Thepower to exercisedisciplinary control over aperson holding
or acting in the office of Chief Education Officer and the power to remove
such person from office shall likewisevest in the Governor-General acting
in accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister.

5.-(1) There shall be appointed such other officersand employeesasare ~ Appointment of

required to carry out the provisionsof thisAct or any rulesmadethereunder. Othelr officers and
employees.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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12 CAP. 36] Education

(2) The power to appoint the officers and employeesreferred to in
subsection (1) above (including the power to transfer and confirm
appointments) and to exercisedisciplinary control over such officersand
employees, including the power to remove such officers and employees
from office, shall vest in the appropriate Section of the Public Services

CAPA4. Commission as prescribed in section 105 (11) of the Constitution.

Annual Report. 6. The Chief Education Officer shall submit annually to the Minister and to
210f 1996. the National Council for Education an annual report, in such form as may
berequired, on the state of educationin Belize.

PART |1
National Council for Education

National Council 7. (1) There shall beand ishereby established in and for Belize aCouncil

for Education. to be called the National Council for Education, embodying the partnership
between the state and its partners in education, such as churches,
communities, voluntary organizations and other partnersin education.

210f 1996. (2) The Council shall be composed of not more than fifteen members
appointed by the Minister, who shall include-

(a) the Chief Education Officer (or hisnominee) who shall be an ex
officio member;

(b) arepresentative of the denominational management of primary
schools nominated by the Association of General Managers;

(c) arepresentativeof managing authorities of secondary schoolsnomi-
nated by the Association of Managing Authorities of Secondary
Schoals;
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(d) arepresentative of arecognized teachers’ union with the widest
national representation of teachers;

(e) not morethanfive professionalsinthedifferent levelsand sectors
of the educational system, such asrepresentativesfromthe Belize
Association of Principals of Secondary Schools or the Associa-
tionof Tertiary Level Institutions of Belize; and

(f) representativesof parents associations, business and the commu-
nity.

8. The Council shall advisethe Minister on all mattersrelating to
education as requested and shall consider and make proposals to the
Minister on mattersrel ating to education asthe Council considersexpedient.

0. The Schedule shall have effect in regard to the appointment of the
Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary of the Council, thetermsof office
of membersand all other matterstherein contai ned.

PART IV
Establishment and Management of Schools

10.  Tomeet therequirementsof thisAct, there shall be established a
system of preschools, primary schools, secondary schools, post-secondary
and other educational institutions, the operation of which shall be subject
totheprovisions of this Act and any rules made thereunder.

11. The Chief Education Officer in consultation with the Council shall
have the power to determine-

(@) thenumber and location of schoolsand institutions;
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14 CAP. 36] Education

(b) theassignment of agovernment school or institution to aparticular
religious denomination or inter-denominational management with
referenceto the denominational affiliation of the peopleinthearea
under consideration and to the need for economy and efficiency;

(c) theretention or establishment of government schoolsand institu-
tionsin areas where government-ai ded school s cannot be main-
tained effectively and economically, or with dueregard to therea-
sonable demands of all sections of the population; and

(d) theclosureor amalgamation of schoolsor institutionsin consulta-
tion with the managers or managing authority of such schoolsand
institutions and with due regard to the reasonabl e wishes of those

affected.
Approval of 12.-(1) Any person or body of persons wishing to operate a preschool,
schooals. primary school, secondary school, post-secondary or other educational
210f 19%. institution shall obtain alicenceto operate such aschool or institution from

the Chief Education Officer:

Provided that the proprietor of such aninstitution or school already in
existence at the date of commencement of this Act and who has already
received the approval of the Ministry of Education to operate such an
ingtitution or school shall, upon application, be granted alicence under this
Act.

(2)  Theprocedure and criteriafor obtaining alicenceto operate
such aschool or institution shall be set out in Rules made under thisAct.

(3 The particularsin respect of schoolsand institutionsasrequired
by this Act or Rules made thereunder shall be caused to be recorded by the
Chief Education Officer in aregister to be designated “ The Register of
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Schools”.

13.-(1) Prior to any changein the ownership of aschool or institution, or  Changein
any modificationinthe particulars supplied onthe application for alicence  ownership and
to operate such aschool or institution, the proprietor shall furnishthe Chief ~ ©/0Sing of private

. . . . . . schools, etc.
Education Officer with full information concerning the suggested change. 51 ¢ 1906,

(2) On receipt of an application under subsection (1), the Chief
Education Officer may approve or disapprove the change of ownership of
the school or ingtitution.

14.-(1) Every religious denomination, body or institution havingoneor Managing
more government-aided school or institution shall, after consultationwith ~ authorities.
the Chief Education Officer, appoint amanager, managing authority or

board of governorsor trustees as may be appropriate.

(2) Boards of management of government and government-aided 21of 199.
community schools and educational institutions shall be appointed in
accordance with Rules made under thisAct.

(3) The Chief Education Officer shall keep a current register of
managers, managing authorities and boards.

15.  Managers, managing authoritiesor boardsshall beresponsiblefor  General functions
the proper and efficient organization and management of schools or  of managers and
institutionsand for theadequate provision, with assistanceand in partnership  Managing

with the Government under the conditionsfor Grant-in-aid as specifiedin authorities

this Act or rules made thereunder, of such support systems required to

deliver appropriate education to students enrolled in schools under their

management.
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16 CAP. 36] Education

Employment of 16.  Themanager or managing authority of agovernment or government-

teachers. aided school or institution shall have the authority to appoint, transfer,
release, suspend or dismiss membersof staff of their respective schoolsor
institutions subject to the following conditions in so far as same are
applicable-

(&) noteacher shall be appointed who does not possess the minimum
qualificationsfor the post as may from timeto time be prescribed
by rulesor regulations made under thisAct;

(b) wherethe manager or managing authority proposesto terminate
the appointment of or to release, suspend or dismiss ateacher, a
statement in writing of the groundsfor such action shall be served
upon such teacher and copied to the Chief Education Officer;

(c) theteacher and/or hisagent shall be given areasonable opportunity
to be heard in his own defence and a statement of the findings of
the manager or managing authority shall beforwarded to the Chief
Education Officer;

(d) every teacher aggrieved by an order of release, suspension, dis-
missal or termination from service under this section may, within
thirty days of the receipt of such order, proffer an appeal to the
Chief Education Officer:

Provided that the Chief Education Officer may entertainthe
appeal after theexpiry of thirty daysif heissatisfied that the appel -
lant was prevented by sufficient cause from proferring the appeal
within the said period of thirty days;

(e) if theaggrieved teacher isnot satisfied with the decision of the Chief
Education Officer, he may, within fourteen days of the receipt of
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the decision, submit the caseto the Arbitration Panel constituted
in accordance with section 46 of thisAct.

17.-(1) No person shall be employed as ateacher who doesnot possess  Licensing and

avalidlicencetoteach. disqualification
of ateacher.

(2) The conditions for licensing of teachers, the regulation of the 210f 199.

behaviour of teachersand other school staff, the Code of Ethicsgoverning
them, and disciplinary procedures and other measures applicableto them,
including disqualificationsfor breaching any provisionsof the Act or Rules
made thereunder, or any other pertinent laws, shall be specified in Rules
made under thisAct:

Provided that no person shall be granted alicence to teach who has
been convicted of afelony of anatureindicating unsuitability for theteaching
profession.

(3) The particularsin respect of teachersasrequired by thisAct or
Rules made thereunder shall be caused to be recorded in a register
maintained by the Ministry of Educationto be designated “ The Register of
Teachers’.

18.-(1) All preschools, primary and secondary schools shall keep such  School monitor-
records and submit such returnsto the Ministry of Educationasmay be 'Y
prescribed by rules or regul ations made under thisAct.

(2) Within one month of the end of a school year, the manager or
managing authority of apreschool, primary and secondary school shall
furnish the Chief Education Officer onthe prescribed form with areport of
theyear just compl eted.
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18 CAP. 36] Education

(3) A biennial evaluation of each school shall be caused to be carried
out by the Chief Education Officer and continuance of permission to operate
the said schoolswill be dependent on the results of the said evaluation.

(4) Any personwho -

() wilfully makesany falserepresentationsor returnsto the Chief Edu-
cation Officer or any officer deputed by him; or

(b) wilfully refusesto furnish to the Chief Education Officer or any of -
ficer deputed by him any information which such person may be
required to furnish by this Act or the rules made thereunder;

shall beguilty of an offence and shall beliable on summary conviction
to afine not exceeding five hundred dollars.

Health condi- 19. The Chief Education Officer in consultation with the Director of Health

tionsin schools.  Services may make regulations governing the health conditions to be
observed in schools. All such regulationsshall be subject to the approval
of theMinister.

Education Officer  20.-(1) The Chief Education Officer or any Education Officer deputed by

may enter any him may enter any premises where a school is being conducted, at any

school. reasonabl e time during school hours, for the purpose of making enquiries
and discharging such duties as may beimposed by this Act or rules made
thereunder.

(2) Any personwho wilfully obstructsor resiststhe Chief Education
Officer or any officer deputed by himin the performance of hisduties, shall
be guilty of an offence and shall beliable on summary convictionto afine
not exceeding five hundred dollars.
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21.-(1) If the proprietor, manager or managing authority of a school = Non-compliance
commits any breach of the provisions of thisAct or of any rulesmade  withActor rules
thereunder, the Chief Education Officer shall givenoticeinwritingtothe ~ madethereunder.
proprietor, manager or managing authority requiring compliance with such

provisionsor to close down the school within such time not being lessthan

fourteen daysfrom the date of receipt of notice, asshall be stated in the

notice.

(2) A proprietor, manager or managing authority who failsto comply
with the notice, issued in accordance with subsection (1) above shall be
guilty of an offenceand shall beliable, on summary conviction, to afine of
one hundred dollarsfor each day on which he failsto comply with the
order.

PART V
Grant-In-Aid

22.-(1) TheMinistry shall assist such schoolsor ingtitutionsasareapproved  Conditions of
under section 11 by way of grant-in-aid from public funds for such ~ grant-in-aid.
expendituresasare provided for in rulesissued under thisAct.

(2) Suchrulesshall state the commitmentsand standardsto be met as
condition of receipt of grant-in-aid.

(3) Theconditionsfor grant-in-aid shall conform with the provisions
of this Act and any rules made thereunder.

23.  Nogrant or further grant shall be givento any school or ingtitution  Refusal of grant-
which failsto comply with the provisions of thisAct or of any rulesor  in-aid.
regul ations made thereunder.
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20 CAP. 36] Education

PART VI

Schooling
Admission to 24.-(1) No citizen or permanent resident of Belize shall berefused admission
g‘if:;‘;' ;é 3 to any school on account of religion, race, ethnicity, language or political

Gender sensitiv-

ity.
21 of 1996.

Protection from
harassment and
abuse.

21 of 1996.

Punishment of
students.
21 of 1996.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

afiliation.

(2) No person shall be refused admission to any school on account of
gender, except where such schoolsare historically non-coeducational.

25.-(1) Theeducation system shall ensure equitable accessfor both genders
to education at all levels, shall be sensitive to the particular needs of the
female gender, and shall cater to the special needs of challenged pupils.

(2) Schoolsshall befreeof gender, racial and other biases, and shall be
managed in such away that all studentsshall, asfar asmay be applicable,
co-exist as peacefully and harmoniously aspossible.

26.  School authorities shall ensurethat pupilsarefreeat school from
sexual or other formsof harassment, from intimidation, and from exposure
to drugs, pornography and other forms of morally, mentally or physically
harmful activities.

27.  For seriousand repeated offences, punishment may be administered
by the principal, or by amember of hisstaff under hisauthorisation:

Provided that any such punishment shall not be excessive and harmful
tothechild.
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28. The Chief Education Officer in consultation with the Council shall,  Courses of study.
with respect to government and government-ai ded preschoolsand primary
schools and secondary schools -

() prescribeareasof study;

(b) issuecurriculum guidelines and require that courses of study be
devel oped therefrom; and

(c) approveor permit the managing authorities of such schoolsto ap-
prove alternative areas of study in lieu of or in addition to pre-
scribed areas of study.

29.  Theschool day inevery government and government-aided primary ~ Worship and
and secondary school shall include corporate worship and the singing of ~ respect for

the National Anthem, and flag raising ceremonies shall be conducted at  national symbols.
schools on aregular basison the part of all pupilsin attendance at the

school:

Provided that no child or registered pupil shall be obliged to partakein
worship if objection thereto ismadeinwriting by either of his parents.

30. Religious instruction shall be given in every government and  Religious
government-aided primary and secondary school, subjecttosuchrulesas  instruction.
may be prescribed:

Provided that no child or registered pupil shall be obliged to undertake
religiousinstruction if objection thereto ismadeinwriting by either of his
parents.

31.  TheChief Education Officer, in consultation withthe Council shall ~ Textbooks and
approvetextbooks and other educational materialsfor usein government  other educa-

and government-aided preschools, primary schoolsand secondary schools. tzli)g?l fggaée” ds.
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22 CAP. 36] Education

Assessment and  32.-(1) The Chief Education Officer, in consultation with the Council, shall

certification. set standards for the completion of primary and secondary schooling and

210 19%6. shall provide examinationsand other measuresfor the assessment of students
to determine the attainment of such standards.

(2) The Minister shall approve all national degrees, diplomas and
certificatesto be awarded to students.

(3) TheMinister shall, on the recommendations of the Council, approve
the accreditation of foreign diplomas, degreesand certificates.

School Year. 33.-(1) The Minister may make regulation-
(&) governingthe school year, terms, teaching sessionsand holidays,

(b) authorizing the manager or managing authority to vary for aschool
or schoolsunder itsjurisdiction one or more school termsor school
holidays as prescribed by theregulations; and

(c) permitting the manager or managing authority to designate, and to
implement with the approval of the Chief Education Officer, for a
school or schoolsunder itsjurisdiction aschool year, school term
or school holiday that are different than those prescribed by the
regulations.

21 of 1996. (2) If any school or institution hasto be closed for atotal of five or
more consecutive daysin aschool year, other than for scheduled holidays,
the proprietor shall immediately inform the Chief Education Officer of the
reasonsfor the closure, and the period for whichitislikely to remain closed.
Theapprova of the Chief Education Officer isrequired for both the closure
and the re-opening of the school or institution.
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PART VII
School Attendance

34.  Itshdl betheduty of the parent of every child of compulsory school  Parent’s duty to
age who has not yet completed primary school to cause himto receive  havechild
suitable education either by regular attendance at school or otherwise. educated.

35.-(1) If it appearsto the Chief Education Officer that the parentisfailing  School atten-
to perform the duty imposed on him by the last foregoing section, it shall ~ dance order.
be the duty of the Chief Education Officer to cause anoticeto be served

upon the parent requiring him within fourteen daysfrom the servicethereof

to satisfy the Chief Education Officer that the child isreceiving suitable

education either by regular attendance at school or otherwise.

(2) If after such notice has been served upon a parent, the parent fails
to satisfy the Chief Education Officer that the child to whom the notice
relatesisreceiving suitable education, then, if in the opinion of the Chief
Education Officer it isexpedient that he should attend school, the Chief
Education Officer shall serve upon the parent an order in the prescribed
form (hereinafter referred to as*aschool attendance order”) requiring
such parent to cause the child to become aregistered pupil at a school
named inthe order:

Provided that:

(&) noschool attendance order shall be served on the parent where
thereis not, within walking distance of the child’sresidence, a
government or government-aided school or registered private
school unless suitable arrangements exist for the transport of the
child to and from the child’sresidence and agovernment or gov-
ernment-aided school or registered private school; and

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed in Belize by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane, Belmopan,
by the authority of the Government of Belize.



24 CAP. 36] Education

(b) before serving such an order upon aparent or making any amend-
ment to such an order involving achange of the school specifiedin
the order, the Chief Education Officer shall, where practicable, af-
ford him an opportunity of selecting the school to be named inthe
order or, asthe case may be, to be substituted for the school named
intheorder and if aschool isselected by him that school shall be
the school to be named in the order or, asthe case may be, to be
named in the order when amended.

(3) If in proceedings against any person for failureto comply with a
school attendance order that person isacquitted, the court may direct that
the school attendance order shall ceaseto bein force, but without prejudice
to the duty of the Chief Education Officer to take further action under this
sectionif at any time heisof the opinion that having regard to any change of
circumstancesit isexpedient to do so.

(4) Save as provided by the last foregoing subsection, a school
attendance order made with respect to any child shall, subject to any
amendment thereof which may be made by the Chief Education Officer,
continuein force so long as such child is of compulsory school age unless
sooner revoked by the Chief Education Officer.

Failuretoattend  36.-(1) If achild of compulsory school agewho isaregistered pupil at a
school. school failsto attend regularly thereat, the principal of the school shall inform
the parent and the School Attendance Officer of theirregular attendance.

(2) A child of compulsory school age who isaregistered pupil at a
school shall not be deemed to have failed to attend regul arly at aschool by
reason of hisabsencetherefrom -
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(a) atany timewhen hewas prevented from attending by reason of
sickness, bad weather or any other unavoidable cause;

(b) onany day exclusively set apart for religious observance by the
religious body to which his parent belongs;

(c) if the parent provesthat the school isnot within walking distance
of the child’shome and that no suitabl e transportation arrange-
mentsexist or that it isinexpedient for him to become aregistered
pupil at aschool nearer to hishome.

(3) If theparent of achild of compul sory school agewhoisaregistered
pupil at aschool failsto take effective measures to ensure the regular
attendance of hischild he shall be guilty of an offence under this section.

37.-(1) Every parent who fails- Penalty for
contravention of

(a) tocomply with the requirements of a School Attendance Order ;‘gcuon 34, 350r

made under section 35; or

(b) totake effective measuresto ensuretheregular attendance of his
child, asrequired by section 36,

shall beliable on summary conviction to afine not exceeding one
hundred dollars.

(2) Proceedings under subsection (1) may be instituted by the Chief
Education Officer or an officer duly authorised by him, or by a School
Attendance Officer or by the Principal of the School concerned.

38.  For the effective carrying out of the provisions of thisAct, the  School atten-
Chief Education Officer, with the approval of the Minister, shall appoint  danceofficers.
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Duties of
attendance
officers.

Power of
attendance
officers, etc., to
enter any place
for making
enquiries.

21 of 1996.
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an adequate number of School Attendance Officersand definethe area of
their work. In the absence of School Attendance Officers, the Chief
Education Officer shall make other arrangements for carrying out the
provisionsof thisAct.

39. Itshall betheduty of each School Attendance Officer -

(a) toascertainand report to the District Education Officer every par-
ent of every child resident within hisareawho hasfailed or isomit-
ting to cause hischild to receive suitabl e education;

(b) to enforcethe provisions of this Act and to prosecute those not
complying therewith; and

(c) tofollow thedirections, if any, laid down by the Chief Education
Officer.

40.-(1) Any School Attendance Officer or any person duly authorized by
the Chief Education Officer may enter any yard, house, building or place
between the hours of eight o’ clock in the morning and five o’ clock in the
evening of any day of the week except weekends and public holidaysto
make enquiriesasto any child thereresiding or employed.

(2) Everyone who-

() wilfully hindersor obstructs such persons as mentioned in subsec-
tion (1) in the performance of their duty under this section; or

(b) wilfully makesany false representationsto such personswith re-
spect to the age or employment of achild who isunder the compul -
sory school age; or
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(c) wilfully refusesto afford to such personsreasonably requiringit,
any information that he possesses asto the age or employment of
achild who isunder the compul sory school age,

shall beguilty of an offence and on summary conviction shall beliableto
afinenot exceeding one hundred dollars.

(3) A member of the Police Department shall, when calleduponby a 42 0f 1999.
School Attendance Officer or persons duly authorized by the Chief
Education Officer, render such assistance as such officer may needinthe
performance of hisfunctionsunder thisAct.

41. (1) Managing authorities shall make regulationsto be approvedin  Withdrawal of
accordance with rulesmade under this Act for the efficient and effective  pupil from school.
conduct of schooling, student discipline and behaviour, and student attire. ~ 210f 19%.

(2) In case of gross and repeated misbehaviour or infractions of the
school ruleswhich interfereswith the general running or underminesthe
discipline of aschool, the managing authority may have apupil withdrawn
from the school.

(3) Thewithdrawal of achild from agovernment or government-aided
school shall be subject to rules made under thisAct.

PART VIII

Further Education

42.  Provision shall be madefor the further education and training of ~ Provisionsfor
Belizeans in such professional, technical, vocational and continuing ~ higher and

education institutions or programmes as may be approved by the Minister 2832;?(';9
in accordance with rules made under thisAct: '
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28 CAP. 36] Education

Provided that such institutions already in existence at the date of the
commencement of thisAct shall not be required to apply for approval under

thisAct.
University of 43.  The University of Belize shall be governed by the Act for the
Belize. establishment, management and devel opment of that institution.

19of 2000.
PART IX

Scholarshipsand Bursaries

Scholarships and ~ 44.-(1) The Minister may make regul ationswith regard to the granting and
awards. holding of scholarships.

(2) TheMinister may in each year award scholarshipsand bursaries, of
such number and val ue asmay be deemed availableand tenabl e at recogni zed
secondary, vocational, technical and post-secondary institutions.

(3) The Minister may in each year award one or more scholarshipsto
personsin accordance with the regulations governing the award of such
scholarships to enable them to undergo approved courses of study at a
college, university or other such post-secondary institution. Courses of
study shall be approved taking into consideration the devel opmental needs
of Belize and the preference of theindividual.

Tuition and 45. (1) Pupilsshall be admitted to all government and all government-
?ther school aided primary schoolswithout payment of any tuition fees. Special fees
Zef; 1996 may belevied with the approval of the Chief Education Officer.

(2) Citizensand permanent residents of Belize shall be admittedto all
government secondary schoolswithout payment of any tuitionfees. Specid
feesmay belevied with the approval of the Chief Education Officer.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed in Belize by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane, Belmopan,
by the authority of the Government of Belize.



Education [CAP.36 29

(3) Grant-aided secondary and post-secondary schools may charge
tuition and special fees.

(4) Thetype and amount of such fees charged areto be approved by
theMinister.

PART X

Miscellaneous

46.  Thereshall beapanel appointed by the Minister to arbitratecases  Arbitration Panel.
referred to it under section 16 (€) and all other casesreferred toitin  21of 1996.
accordance with rules made under thisAct.
47.-(1) The Minister after consultation with the Council may makerules  Rules.
for the carrying out of the purposes of thisAct.

(2) Any rulesmade under subsection (1) above shall, as soon asthey
are made, belaid before the National Assembly and shall be subject to
negativeresolution.
48.  Onand from the commencement of thisAct, the Education Act,  Repeal of
shall stand repeal ed: Education Act

and savings.
. . _— CAP.29,
Provided that any subsidiary legisation made thereunder shall RE. 1980-1990,
continuein force until replaced by subsidiary legisation made under this . '
Act.
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SCHEDULE

Constitution of the National Council
for Education

[Section 9]

Composition. 1.-(1) There shall be aChairperson, Vice-Chairperson and Secretary of
210f 199. the Council.

(2) TheChairperson and Vice-Chairperson shall be el ected by members
of the Council from itsmembership at itsfirst meeting.

(3) The Chief Education Officer shall bethe Secretary to the Council.

(4) Any vacancy on the Council shall be filled by a replacement
appointed by the Minister and such areplacement shall befor therest of
the unexpired term of the person replaced and must be from the same
category of personsastheformer member.

Term of office. 2.-(1) Theterm of office of the members of the Council, other than ex
officio members, shall be for two yearsfrom the date of appointment but
membersshall be eligiblefor reappoi ntment.

(2) A member, other than an ex officio member, who absents from
three consecutive meetings of the Council without cause sufficient in the
opinion of the Chairperson, shall ceaseto beamember.

(3) The Chairperson may at any timeresign hisoffice by informing the
Minister inwriting of hisresignation.

(4) Any member of the Council may resign hisoffice by informing the
Minister inwriting through the Chairperson of hisresignation.
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(5) TheMinister may terminate the appointment of amember whois
incapable of carrying out hisresponsibility asamember of the Council.

3.-(1) The Council shall hold at |east one meeting every three months. Meetings.

(2) Noticeof every meeting shal be given and the agendaof the meeting
and minutes of previous meeting thereof circulated not lessthan seven
daysprior to the date of such meeting, provided that thisshall not apply to
gpecia meetings.

(3) TheChairperson shal presideover al meetingsof the Council which
he attends and in his absence the Vice-Chairperson shall preside. When
both the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson are absent from ameeting,
the members present shall choose one of their number to act as
Chairperson.

(4) Eight membersof the Council shall form aquorum at any meeting.

(5) Decisionsof the Council at meetingsthereof shall betaken by the
majority of members present and voting.

(6) No act or proceedings of the Council or of any committee thereof
shall beinvalidated on account of any vacancy among the membersof the
Council or such committee.

4. The Chairperson may, at any time, summon aspecial meeting of the  Special meetings.
Council and must call such ameeting within fourteen days-

(a) of arequest for that purpose addressed to himinwriting and signed
by five members of the Council; or

(b) of adirectionto that effect addressed to himinwriting and signed
by the Minister:
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed in Belize by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane, Belmopan,
by the authority of the Government of Belize.



32 CAP. 36] Education

Provided that such request shall state the specific purpose for which the
meeting isrequired to be summoned and that such meeting shall consider
only the specific purpose for which it was summoned.

Minutes. 5.-(1) Minutes of each meeting shall be kept by the Secretary or such person
asthe Council appointsfor this purpose; and must be confirmed at the next
regular meeting of the Council.

(2) TheCouncil shall keep aminutebook inwhichitsproceedingsshal
be recorded.

(3) A copy of the confirmed minutes of each meeting shall beforwarded
to the Minister as soon as possible after the meeting at which they were
confirmed.

Standing or 6.-(1) The Council isempowered to appoint standing or adhoc committees
adhoccommit- 55t deems expedient.
tees.

(2) Each standing or adhoc committee shall consist of members
appointed by the Council from among its members. However, the Council
can al so appoint personsto a standing or adhoc committee who are not
members of the Council but have specific expertise.

(3) The Chairperson of any standing or adhoc committee formed by
the Council shall beamember of the Council and shall be appointed by the
Chairperson of the Council.

(4) TheCouncil shall decide onthetermsof office, powersand functions
of every standing or ad hoc committee it appoints under subsection (1).

(5) Decisions of standing or ad hoc committees shall be taken by a
majority of members present and voting.
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