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CHAPTER 157
REGISTRATION OF BIRTHSAND DEATHS

[1st January, 1894]

Preliminary
1. ThisAct may be cited asthe Registration of Birthsand DeathsAct.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires-

“Deputy Registrar General” meansthe person gppointed to perform theduties
of theRegistrar Genera during hisabsencefromoffice;

“district” meansajudicial district specifiedinthe Inferior Courts (Judicid
Digtricts) Order;

“house’” meansany building or part of abuilding, where such part isoccupied
separately from therest, and includes aprison, lock-up, hospital or public or
charitableinditution;

“informant” meansthe person giving to the Registrar information of the
particularsrequired to beregistered under thisAct;

“legitimate child” meansachild borninwedlock;

“occupier” includesthechief resident officer of aprison, hospita or public or
charitableingtitution and the personin charge of any lock-up;
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Registration of Births and Deaths [CAP.157 ¢

“parent” means, inthe case of alegitimate child, thefather or, if thefather is
dead or absent, then the mother and, in the case of anillegitimate child, the
mother;

“particularsrequired to beregistered” means, with referenceto abirth, the

particularsto beentered inthe Register of BirthscontainedintheFirst Schedule  First Schedule.
and, with referenceto adeath, the particularsto be entered in the Regi ster of

Desths contained in the Second Schedule; Second Schedule.

“prescribed” means prescribed by the Minister;

“prescribed fee” means the proper fee prescribed in the tablesto be made  400f 1963.
under section 45;

“register” meansevery register of birthsor deaths, asthe case may be, kept or
to be kept under or by virtue of thisAct;

“registrar” meansany of theregistrars appointed by or under thisAct, and
includesdeputy registrars,

“registry” meanstheofficeof aregistrar;
“relative’ includesconnection by marriage;
“ship” includesevery description of vessdl usedin navigation;

“stillborn” and “ still-birth” apply to any child which hasissued forth fromits
mother after the twenty-eighth week of pregnancy and which did not at any
time, after being completely expelled from itsmother, breathe or show any
other sgnsof life;

“theregister”, when used in connection with any birth, death or other event to
beregistered under thisAct, meanstheregister kept at theregistry of thedidtrict,
inwhich such birth, death or other event took or takes place;
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1991 Edn.
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Deputy registrars.
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“the Registrar” , when used in connection with any birth, death or other event,
meansthe Registrar of the district in which such birth, death or other event
took or takesplace;

“theregistry”, when used in connection with any birth, death or other event,
meanstheregistry of thedistrict, inwhich such birth, death or other event took
place or takes place.

Registration Officers

3.-(1) TheRegidrar Generd shdl beexofficio Registrar of Birthsand Deaths
for the Belize Judicia District and each magistratefor each judicial district
shall bean ex officio registrar of birthsand deathsfor hisrespectivejudicia
ditrict.

(2) Thefunctionsof theregistrarsshall include, notwithstanding anything
tothe contrary contained in any other law but subject to the other provisions
of thisAct, theissuing of birth and death certificatesin respect of birthsand
deathsoccurringintheir respectivedistricts, in accordancewith thisAct and
any rulesmadethereunder.

4. The Generd Registry in Belize City and each office of themagistrate
inany judicial district (other than the Belize Judicial Didtrict) specifiedinthe
Inferior Courts(Judicid Digricts) Order, shdl bearegistry withinthemeaning
of thisAct.

5. The Deputy Registrar Generd and such other officersworkingwithin
the General Registry not below therank of first classclerk asare authorised
by the Registrar General inwriting shall be ex officio Deputy Registrars of
Birthsand Deathsfor the Belize Judicia District and every clerk of court at
each magistratescourt inany judicia district (other thanthe Belize Judicia
Didtrict) shdl beadeputy registrar of birthsand desthsin hisrespectivejudicia
digtrict.
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6.-(1) Subject totheapproval of the Minister, therespectivedistrict regis-
trarsmay appoint deputy registrarsof birthsand deathsfor placesin Belize so
remote from therespectivedistrict registriesasto render it impracticable or
difficult for partiesto attend beforethemto register birthsand deathsoccurring
insuch places.

(2) Suchdeputy registrarsshall, asfar aspracticable, transmit transcripts
of their register, to their respectivedistrict registrarsintimeto enablethem to
completetheir monthly returnshereinafter mentioned.

Mode of Registration

7. Every registrar shdl be provided with booksfor theregistration of births
and deathsrespectively, and such booksshall respectively containthe particulars
specified, and bein the respective forms exhibited, in the First and Second
Schedules, subject to such modificationsasthe Registrar Generd shdl sanction.

8.-(1) Everyregidtrar shal carefully inform himself of al birthsand desths
occurringin hisdistrict and, subject to thisAct, shall register so soon after the
event asmay conveniently bedone, without fee or reward, except asisby this
Act provided, such of the particularsrequired to beregistered ascometo his
notice concerning every such birth or death.

(2 Theregigtrarsshall soinsert intheregisterssuch other entriesasthis
Actrequires, or the Registrar Genera may direct to be made.

0. Theentriesin every register book shall be madein order and shal be
numbered progressively from the beginning to theend of theyear, theentries
for each year beginning with the number 1, and every entry shall be separated
fromthe preceding one by aline.

Registration of Births

10. Whenever achildisbornadiveinany digtrict-
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32 0f 1980.

Child bornon
board vessel upon
territorial waters

(@ the parent of thechild; or

(b) indefault of the parent, the person having charge of the
child; or

(©) indefault of such last-mentioned person, every person
present at thebirth; or

(d) indefault of such last-mentioned person, if thebirth took
placein ahouseto the knowledge of the occupier thereof,
then such occupier,

shall, withinforty-two daysnext after the birth, or as soon thereafter ascan
reasonably be done, give persondly, or transmit, to the best of hisknowledge
and belief, information of the particularsrequired to beregistered concerning
thebirthtotheregistrar:

Provided that thefather shall have no responsibility under thissectionif he
isnot married to themother at thetime of thechild'sbirth and wasnot married
to her at thetime of the child’sconception.

11. Whenever achild isborn on board any vessel upon theterritorial
watersof Belizeand notinany digtrict, the parent and, in default of the parent,
the person having charge of thechild shdl, withinforty-two daysnext after the

not in adistrict. . ) ) ’ }
birth, report, to the best of hisknowledge and belief, the particularsrequired
to beregistered concerning the birth to the nearest registrar, who shall causea
correct entry of the sameto bemadeintheregister.

Where birth not 12.-(1) Where abirth has not been registered within such forty-two daysas

registered, aforesaid, theregistrar may by noticeinwriting summon any of the persons

registrar may required by either section 10 or 11 to giveinformation concerning thebirth to

summons persons . s . .

responsible. attend personally at theregistry, within such time, being not lessthan seven
daysafter receipt of such summonsand not morethan twelve monthsafter the
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Registration of Births and Deaths [CAP.157 13

date of thebirth, asmay be specified in such summons, andto givehiminfor-
mationto the best of hisknowledge and belief of the particularsrequiredto be
registered concerning the birth, and every person so summoned shall comply
with such summons, unlessthebirth hasbeen registered beforethetimetherein

specified.

(2) Any suchsummonsmay beintheformgiveninthe Third Schedule,and ~ Third Schedule.
shall be served by apoliceofficer.

13.-(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), wherethe parentsof achildarenot  childof
married to each other at thetime of the child’sbirth and werenot marriedto  unmarried
each other a, or sincethetimeof, its conception, the Registrar shall notenterin ~ mather.
theregister thenameof or any particularsrelating to any person asthefather of 320f 1980.
the child except where-

(@ the mother and the person acknowledging himself to bethe
father jointly request at thetime of registration that such an
entry be made and both the mother and that person together
sgntheregiger, sohowever, that if themother isdead or cannot
befoundit shal besufficient if therequestismade by thefather
aloneand the signature of any other personrequiredtogive
information asto the birth may be accepted in place of the
mother’ssignature; or

(b) the Registrar isfurnished with adeclaration in the prescribed
form signed by the mother of the child and by the person
acknowledging himself to bethefather of thechildif executed
by each of those personsin the presence of ajustice of the
peaceor aclerk of the court or amarriage officer appointed
under theMarriage Act; or CAP174.

(© themother or the person acknowledging himsdf to bethefather
attends personally beforethe Registrar and requeststhe
Regigtrar inwriting to enter the name of the person aleged or
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acknowledging himsdf to bethefather and presentsadeclara
tion fromthe other of thetwo parentssigned in accordance
with paragraph (b) and the request and the declaration are
both to the same effect.

(2) If at any timeafter theregistration of thebirth of achildwhosefather’'s
nameor any other particularsrelating to him arenot, in accordancewith the
provisionsof subsection (1) enteredin theregister, the Registrar General or

7 of 2000. theregistrar of thedistrict issatisfied by statutory declaration or such other
evidence as he may think sufficient that both the mother and the person
acknowledging himself to be the father require the name of or any other
particularsrelating to the father to be entered in theregister, the Registrar

7 of 2000. Generd or theregigtrar of thedistrict may authorisetheentry intheregister of
the particularsrequired to be entered asaforesai d:

Provided that in any such caseit shall not be necessary for the person
acknowledging himself to bethefather to signtheregister:

Provided also that if the mother isdead or cannot befound it shall be
aufficient if therequestismade by thefather aone.

(3) If at any timeafter theregistration of the birth of achild whosefather’'s

7 of 2000. nameisnot registered the Registrar General or theregistrar of thedidtrictis
satisfied that adeclaration of paternity in respect of the child hasbeen made
by the Supreme Court or that the father has assumed guardianship of thechild

CAP.173. under section 15 or 16 of the Familiesand Children Act, the Registrar Generd

7 of 2000. or theregigtrar of thedigtrict shall authorisetheentry intheregister of thename
of thefather and such other particularsrelating to thefather asare supplied to
him.

Father's 14.  Wherethebirth of any child whose parentswere not married to each

particulars. other at thetime of the child’sbirthisregistered pursuant to section 10, the

320f 1980 nameof or any other particularsrelating to thefather shal not beenteredinthe

7 of 2000. register unlessthe Registrar Genera or theregistrar of thedistrict issatisfied
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Registration of Births and Deaths [CAP.157 15

that-

(@ the parents of the child were married to each other either at
thetime of hisconception or after hisconception and before
hishirth; or

(b) adeclaration of paternity in respect of thechild hasbeen made
by the Supreme Court or thefather hasassumed guardianship
under section 15 or 16 of the Familiesand Children Act, or CAP 173,
both the mother and the person acknowledging himself to be
thefather of thechild consent totheentry:

Provided that, in thelast mentioned case, if themother isdead or cannot be
found, the consent of thefather aloneshall be sufficient.

15.-(1) Wherethe parentsof any person werenot marriedto each other atthe  Re-registration
time of hisbirth, and were not married to each other either at thetimeof his ~ of birthon
conception and beforehishirth, but subsequently marry each other, thoseparents Sr#arbﬁquem
or, if oneof themisdead, thesurvivor, shal apply withinthreemonthsafterthe o, ig%o
date of themarriageto the Registrar General or theregistrar of thedistrictfor — 7f 2000.
theregidtration of particularsof thebirth of that personin accordancewiththis

section.

(2) Wherethe Registrar General or theregistrar of thedistrict hasreason 7 of 2000.
to believethat an application has been made under subsection (1) and no such
application hasbeen made by the parentsor the surviving parent withinthetime
specified in subsection (1) the Registrar General or theregistrar of thedistrict 7 of 2000.
may by noticeinwriting requirethe parentsor the surviving parent, asthe case
may be, to make an application for registration within such time, not being less
than seven daysafter therecei pt of the notice asmay be specifiedinthenotice.

Any personfailing to comply with the notice within thetime specified therein
commitsan offenceandisliable on summary convictionto afinenot exceeding
fivehundred dollars. No prosecution for an offence against thissubsection  7of 2000.
shall becommenced without theleave of the Registrar General or theregistrar 7 of 2000.
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7 of 2000.

of thedidtrict..

(3) If noapplicationfor registrationismadewithinthetime mentionedin
subsection (1) or (whereanoticeisgiven under subsection (2)) withinthetime
specified inthenotice, applicationfor theregistration under thissection of the
particularsof thebirth of any person may be made by that person or by one of
hisparentsor by any other person.

(4) If theRegistrar General or theregistrar of thedistrict issatisfied by
such evidence as he may require that the parents of the person who isthe
subject of the application have married each other subsequent to the birth of
that person, hemay direct that particularsof thebirth of that person beregistered
under thisAct in such manner asmay be prescribed.

(5) If theRegigtrar Genera ishot so satisfied he shdl refer thematter toa
magistrate, who, after giving the applicant an opportunity to be heard and
hearing or receiving such evidence ashethinksfit, shall either-

@ dismisstheapplication; or

(b) makeafinding that the parentsof the personwhoisthe subject
of the application have married each other subsequent to the
birth of that person.

(6) For the purpose of thissection, thedecision of the magistrate shall be
find, but shdl not prg udicethe goplication or any other personinany subssgquent
proceedingsof any nature.

(7) If themagistrate makesafinding in accordancewith paragraph (b) of
subsection (5), heshall so advisethe Registrar Generd, who shall thereupon
direct that particulars of thebirth of the person beregistered under thisActin
such manner asmay be prescribed.
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Registration of Births and Deaths [CAP.157 17

(8) Whenever acopy of theentry asto thebirth of any person, particulars
of whose birth have been registered pursuant to thissection, isrequired for any
purpose, theregistrar or the Registrar General, asthe casemay be, shall supply
acopy of the entry made pursuant to this section instead of a copy of the
origina entry (if any), unlessthe applicant for thecopy certifies, andtheregistrar
or Regidrar Generd issatisfied, that the copy of theorigina entry ismateria for
thepurposefor whichitisrequired:

Provided that the Registrar Generd shall not register the birth of any such
personinany casewhereinformationwithaview to obtaining such re-regigtration
isnot furnished to him by both parentsunless-

(@ the name of aperson acknowledging himsdlf to bethefather
o thelegitimated person hasbeen entered intheregister in
pursuance of section 13; or

(b) the paternity of thelegitimated person has been established by

declaration of paternity under section40 of the Familiesand  CAR173.
Children Act or otherwise by adecree of acourt of competent
jurisdiction; or
(© adeclaration of legitimacy of thelegitimated person hasbeen
made under the Supreme Court of Judicature Act. CAP.91.
16.  Whenever any living new born childisfound exposedinany district,  Foundlings.
any personfinding such child, or any personinwhosecharge such child may be
placed or be, shall forthwith giveto theregistrar and to the officer in charge of
the nearest poli ce station such information as he possesses concerning the child.
17.-(1) TheCertificate of Registration of Birth set out inthe Fourth Schedule  Certificate of
to this Act shall beissued in duplicate, without fee or reward, except asis  registration.
provided inthisAct or any Rules madethereunder, and- Fourth
Schedule.
7 of 2000.
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CAP.88.

Eleventh Schedule.

CAP 88.

CAP. 88.

Registration of
birth after
twelve months,
how effected.
7 of 2000.

Alteration of name
after registration,

(@ theorigind thereof shall begiventotheinformant of thebirth;

(b) theduplicatethereof shall beforwarded forthwith by each
deputy registrar referredtoinsection 6 orinthe Village
CouncilsAct for theinformeation contained thereinto beentered
intheappropriateregister by theclerk of themagistratescourt
inthedistrict wherethebirth occurs.

(2) Immediately upon entering theinformation referred toin subsection
(1) (b) intheappropriateregister, the clerk of court shal forthwith submit the
register totheregistrar of thereevant district who shdl issueabirth certificate
under hishand intheform set out inthe Eleventh ScheduletothisAct.

(3) After theissue of abirth certificate under subsection (2), theclerk of
court shall forthwith submit such certificateto the relevant deputy registrar
referredtoinsection 6 or inthe Village CouncilsAct, and such deputy registrar
shall beresponsiblefor ddlivering the certificate to the person who reported
the occurrenceof thebirth.

(4) TheMinister may makerulesproviding for the subsistence and other
travelling allowancesto be paid to any deputy registrar referred toin section 6
or inthe Village Councils Act to enable such deputy registrar to submit the
Certificatesof Regigtration of Birthsissued by themto therelevant clerk of the
magistrate’ scourt in hisdistrict inaprompt and timely manner.

18.  Aftertheexpiration of twelve monthsfromthebirth of any child, such
birth shall not beregistered, except under thewritten authority of the Registrar
Generd or theregistrar of thedistrict and upon payment of the prescribed fee,
and thefact of such authority having been given shal beenteredintheregister.

19.  Wherethehirth of any child hasbeenregistered and thename, if any,
by whichitwasregistered isatered, or, if it wasregistered without any name,

how registered. thenwhen anameisgiventoit, the parent or guardian of such child or other
person procuring such nameto beatered or given may, within twelve months
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Registration of Births and Deaths [CAP.157 19

next after theregistration of thebirth, deliver totheregistrar acertificateinthe
formgivenintheFifth Schedule, or asnear thereto ascircumstanceswill admit,  Fifth Schedule.
and the registrar upon receipt of such certificate and upon payment of the

prescribed fee, shdl, without any erasure of theorigina entry, forthwith enter in

theregister the name mentioned in the certificate as having been givento such

child.

20. Every certificateasismentionedin section 19 shall besigned by the  Certificate of
parent or guardian of thechild or other person procuring thenametobegiven  ateration of

or altered. name.
Registration of Deaths
21.  Onthedeath of any personinahouseinany district- Deathina
housein a
district.

(@ therelativesof the deceased person present at the death or in
attendance during thelast illness of the deceased; or

(b) indefault of suchrelatives, every person present at thedeath;,
or

(© indefault of such last-mentioned person, the occupier of the
houseinwhich thedeath occurred, if he hasknowledge of the
fact; or

(d) indefault of such occupier, the person causing thebody of the
deceased to be buried,

shdll, withinthefour daysnext following the death, or assoon thereafter ascan
reasonably bedone, giveor tranamit totheregistrar tothebest of their knowledge
and belief information of the particularsrequired to beregistered concerning
the death.
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not in a house or
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not in adistrict.
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territorial waters
not in adistrict

nor on board ship.

Where death not
registered,
registrar may
summon persons
responsible.
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22.  Whereinany district apersondiesinaplacewhichisnot ahouseor
adead body isfound, whether inahouse or el sewhere-

(@ every relative of the deceased having knowledge of any of the
particularsrequired to be registered concerning the death; or

(b) indefault of such relatives, every person present at the death;
or

(©) indefault of such last-mentioned person, every personfinding
or taking charge of the body,

shall forthwith give suchinformation of the particularsrequired to beregistered
concerning the death as he possessesto theregistrar.

23.  Whereadeath occursinor upon any ship ontheterritoria waters of
Belizeand not inany digtrict, the master of the ship, or other officer or person
inchargethereof, shal without delay report to the nearest registrar such of the
particulars required to be registered concerning the death as cometo his
knowledge, and the registrar shall cause a correct entry of the sameto be
madeintheregister.

24.  Whereadeath occursinor upontheterritorial watersof Belizenotin
or upon aship, and not inany district, every person present at the death and,
in default of such persons, the person finding or taking charge of the body,
shdl, without del ay, report tothenearest registrar such of theparticularsrequired
to be registered concerning the death as come to his knowledge, and the
registrar shall causeacorrect entry of the sameto bemadeintheregister.

25.-(1) Where any death has not been duly registered through the default of
the personsrequired by thisAct to giveinformation concerning the same, the
registrar may, subject to thisAct, at any timewithin twelve monthsfromthe
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day of thedeath, or from thefinding of the body, by summonsinwriting direct
any person required by this Act to giveinformation concerning the death to
attend personally before him within such time, being not lessthan seven days
after receipt of the summons, asshall be specified in the summons, andtogive,
to the best of hisknowledge and belief, theinformation aforesaid.

(2) Subject tothisAct, every person summoned by theregistrar to give
information concerning any death shall comply with the summons, unlessthe
death has been registered beforethe time specified therein.

(3) Any suchsummonsmay beintheform giveninthe Third Schedule, and
shall be served by apoliceofficer.

26.  Aftertheexpiration of twelve monthsnext after any desth, or next after
thefinding of any dead body, the death shall not be registered, except under the
written authority of the Registrar Generd or theregistrar of thedistrict, and the
fact of such authority having been given shdl beentered intheregister.

27.-(1) Where a person who has been attended during hislast illinessby a
medica practitioner dies, themedica practitioner shall sgnand ddliver tosome
personrequired by thisAct to giveinformation concerning thedeeth, acertificate
intheform giveninthe Sixth Schedule, or asnear thereto ascircumstancesshall
admit, stating to the best of hisknowledge and belief the cause of desth.

(2) The persontowhom such certificateisdelivered shall, upon giving
information concerning the death, deliver such certificateto theregistrar, and
the cause of death as stated in the certificate shall be entered intheregister,
together withthename of the certifying medica practitioner.

28.-(1) Whenever, in pursuance of the CoronersAct, aninquest or inquiry into
the degth of any personisheld, thecoroner conducting theinquiry shal forthwith
forwardtothedistrict registrar acertificatein theform of the Seventh Schedule,
andtheregigtrar shdl enter intheregister the death and the parti culars comprised
inthecertificate.

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.

Third Schedule.

Registration of
death after
twelve months,
how effected.
7 of 2000.

Medica
practitioner, if
any in
attendance, to
certify the cause
of death.

Sixth Schedule.

Coroner to
furnish
certificate of
cause of death .
CAP 126.
Seventh
Schedule.

REVISED EDITION 2000



22

CAP. 157] Registration of Births and Deaths

Certificate of
cause of death to
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400f 1963.

Sixth Schedule.

42 of 1999.

Eight Schedule.

(2) If thedeath hasbeen previoudy registered, the particulars comprised
insuch certificate shall be entered without any ateration of theorigina entry.

29.-(1) It shal not belawful to bury the body of any person who dieswithin
Belize City or within any other place to which the Minister by Order has
extended the provisonsof thissection, unlessoneof thefollowing certificates
has been previoudy obtained-

(@ if the deceased person was attended during hislast illness
by amedical practitioner, then acertificate of the cause of
death signed by such medical practitioner, which certificate
shdl beintheformgiveninthe Sixth Schedule;

(b) if the deceased person wasnot attended during hislast illness
by amedical practitioner, thenthecertificateof theregistrar
of thedigtrict or superior officer of policeor, if neither of such
officersshal beaccessible, ajugticeof the peace, or asergearnt,
corporal or constable of the Belize Police Department that
the person 9gning such certificate hasinquiredintothecircum-
tances attendant upon such death and to the best of his
belief the deceased person died from natural causes, which
certificateshdl beintheform giveninthe Eighth Schedule.

(2) Incaseof doubt inrelationto aperson dyingin Belize City, who has
not been attended during hislast illnessby amedical practitioner, it shall be
obligatory upon any of the persons mentioned in paragraph (b) of subsection
(1) toreport the caseimmediately to the Director of Health Services, whois
hereby required to forward hisopinioninwriting to the coroner whenever he
congdersit expedient that aninquest or inquiry should be held.

(3) Inthe caseof any place other than Belize City to which thissection
has been extended, the report referred to in subsection (2) shall bemadeto
the coroner.
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(4) Wherethe coroner ordersor authorisesaburia, no certificate shdl be
required.

(5) Thecertificate of the cause of death given by amedical practitioner
shall belodged with thedidtrict registrar by the person having the conduct of
the funeral within four days after such death or as soon thereafter as can
reasonably bedone.

(6) Every personwho buriesabody in contravention of this section shall
beliableto afine not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars.

Registration of Still-born Children

30.-(1) Thebirth of every still-born child shall beregistered by theregistrarin  Registration of
aregister of still-births containing the heads of information prescribedinthe ~ still-births.
Ninth Schedule. Ninth Schedule.

(2) Inthecaseof every ill-birth, it shall, unlessthere hasbeenacoroner’s
inquiry, bethe duty of the person who would, if the child had beenbornaive,
have been required by thisAct to giveinformation concerning thebirth, togive
informationtotheregistrar of the particularsrequired to beregistered concerning
thedtill-birth.

(3) Every such person upon giving information shall either-

@ deliver totheregistrar awritten certificatethat thechild was
not born alive, sgned by agovernment medicd officer or
registered midwifewhowasin attendanceat the birth, or
who has examined the body of such child; or

(b) make adeclaration in the prescribed form to the effect that
no government medical officer or registered medical prac-
titioner or licensed midwifewas present at the birth, or has
examined thebody, or that hisor her certificate cannot be
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obtained and that the child wasnot born dive.

(4) Subject to sections 31 to 33 inclusive and to the prescribed exceptions,
the provisionsof thisAct relating to theregistration or entry of thebirth of a
child borndiveshdl apply to theregistration and entry of astill-born child.

31.-(1) Nooneshadl wilfully bury or causeto be buried the body of adeceased
child asif it weretill-born except as hereinafter provided.

(2) No onewho hasthe control over, or ordinarily buriesbodiesin any
cemetery withinthelimitsof Belize City, Dangriga, PuntaGorda, SanIgnacio,
BenqueVigodel Carmen, Coroza Town or Orange Walk Town or the City
of Belmopan, shall bury or permit to be buried therein the body of adeceased
child asif it were till-born, or shall bury or permit to be buried therein any
still-born child, beforethereisdelivered to him either-

@)

()

awritten certificatethat the child wasnot born dive, signed
by agovernment medical officer, or registered medical
practitioner who wasin attendanceat itshirth, or, inthe event
of no government medical officer or registered medical prac-
titioner having beeninattendanceat itshirth, then acertificate
of agovernment medica officer or registered medica prac-
titioner who hasbeen called in subsequent toitshirthto the
effect that he has examined the body of the child and that,
tothebest of hisknowledgeand bdlief, it wasnot bornalive;
or

if there hasbeen aninquiry, an order of the coroner who
presided at theinquiry.

(3) Nooneshall bury or permit to be buried the body of adeceased child
asif itweredtill-born, or shal bury or permit to be buried any still-born child,
beforethereisddiveredto himeither-
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(@ awritten certificatethat the child wasnot born dive, signed by
agovernment medica officer or registered medica practitioner
whowasin attendanceat itshirth, or, inthe event of no govern-
ment medica officer or noregistered medicd practitioner having
beenin attendanceat itshirth, then acertificate of a government
medica officer or registered medicd practitioner who hasbeen
cdledinsubsequent toitshirthtotheeffect that hehasexamined
the body of the child and that, to thebest of hisknowledge
and belief, it wasnot born alive; or

(b) if there hasbeen aninquiry, an order of the coroner who
presided at theinquiry,

or whereitisimpracticableto obtain either of the certificatesin thissubsection
mentioned, then awritten order signed by theregistrar of thedistrict or by any
officer of police, justiceof the peace, acaldeor licensed midwifeauthorising
suchburid.

32.-(1) Every personwho, on presenting thebody of astill-born childfor burid,
then or within such timeasmay bealowed by the personto whomthebody is
so presented, failsto produceto that person one of the certificatesor orders
referred to in section 31 shall beliableto afine not exceeding one hundred
dollars.

(2) Every personwho actscontrary to section 31 with respect totheburying
of thebody of astill-born child shal beliabletoasimilar penalty.

(3) It shall beagood defenceto aperson charged with an offence under
section 31 (3) or under thissection to provethat owing to theremotenessof the
locality, it wasimpracticableto obtain any of the certificatesor orderstherein
required to be produced.

33. Every person who buriesor causesto be buried the body of any still-

Production of
certificates by
persons
presenting body
of till-born
childfor burial.

Persons burying

. . . . " still-born child
born child shall informtheregistrar nearest tothe placeat whichtheburiad has g5y inform
registrar.
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Custody of
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Filled or disused
registers to be
forwarded to

Registrar General.

Monthly returns

taken place of thefact within seven daysafter theburia, and if the personfails
to do so heshall beliableto afine not exceeding one hundred dollars.

General Provisions

34.  Theregister booksshdl, whileinthecustody of theregistrar and not
inuse, bekeptinalocked iron safe or other proper receptacle.

35. No register shall, for any purposewhatever, betaken out of aregistry,
except by permissioninwriting of the Registrar Genera or theregistrar of the
district, or under asubpoena or order of acompetent court.

36.-(1) Subject to any rulesto be made under section 45, thedistrict registrars
shall deliver to the Registrar General, and the Registrar General shall receive
and deposit in the General Registry, all recordsand registersof birthsand
deathsinthe custody or under the control of any of thedistrict registrarswhich
now or hereafter may becomedisused or filled.

(2) TheRegistrar Genera shal certify under hishand upon some part of
every separate volumeor book so delivered, received and deposited, that itis
aregister or record deposited in the Genera Registry in pursuanceof thisAct.

37. Assoon aspracticable after thelast day of each month, every district

of births and registrar shall forward to the Registrar Generdl, in such form asthe Minister

deaths to be . .

furni under any rulesto be made under section 45 may prescribe, areturn of all
urnished. . . e e . .

40 0f 1963, births and deathswhich have occurred in hisdistrict during such month.

Clerical errors, 38.-(1) Any clericd errorinaregister may, if discovered at thetimeof making

how rectified. the entry, bethen corrected by theregistrar.

350f 1973. (2) Except asismentioned in section 39, no other ateration shal bemade

7 of 2000. inany register except upon awritten authority of the Registrar Genera or the

7 of 2000. registrar of thedigtrict or by the Registrar Generd or theregistrar of thedistrict

himself who, before authorising or making an alteration, shall require such
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evidence ashe may consider necessary concerning the nature of the alteration
and thetruefactsof the case.

(3) Analterationin pursuance of subsection (2) shal, upon payment of the
prescribed fee, beeffected by entering intheregister particularsthereof without
any ateration being made of theorigina entry.

39.-(1) Whenever itisfound that an entry hasbeen madeintheregister of any  Erroneous
district, which should have been madein theregister of another district, the ~ entries, how
registrar of thedistrict where such erroneous entry hasbeen madeshall correct ~ "ectified.
thesameby anoteor entry inthemargin, which shall contain astatement of the
circumstances under which the correctionismade, with the date thereof, and

shall besigned by the persons, if any, supplying theinformation uponwhichitis

made, and aso by theregistrar, who shall then rule oneclear linethrough the
erroneousentry, but so that such entry shal remainlegible.

(2) Theregistrar shall thereupon notify the erroneousentry, thecorrection
and al the circumstances under which the correctionismadeto theregistrar of
thedigtrict inwhichtheentry should properly havebeen made, who shdl forthwith
make aspecia entry thereof and shall add anotein themargin of such entry
explaining thefacts attending the same, as notified to him by theregistrar of
such other district, asaforesaid.

40. Inevery caseof acorrection of or additionto aregister madeunder  Correctionsto
section 39, theregistrar making the sameshall sendtothe Registrar General a be reported to
specia report of the correction or addition, with thedateand all other particulars zagf
thereof. '

41.  Whereanentry relatingto abirth or adesth cannot betraced owingto  Re-registration
loss, damage or destruction of theregister containing theentry, the Registrar  on loss, etc., of
Generdl, on proof to hissatisfaction that such birth or desth hasbeenregistered,  register.

may re-register the same notwithstanding the fact that the birth or the death 35011973
occurredinadistrict other than hisown.
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42. Every person shall be entitled, upon payment of the prescribed fees,
to search the index to and inspect any entry in any register, and to have a
certified copy, under the hand of the Registrar General or aregistrar, of any
suchentry.

43.-(1) Every such certified copy shal be onaprinted form, bean exact copy
of theentry intheregigter, with acertificate at thefoot thereof intheformgiven
inthe Tenth Schedule, and be signed by the Registrar General or aregistrar.

(2) Every such certified copy or other extract from theregistry of births
and deathssigned by aregistrar shall bereceivedin every court of justiceand
indl legd proceedings, asprimafacieevidenceof thematterstherein contained.

44.-(1) Every person shdl beentitled, upon payment of the prescribed fee, to
obtainfromaregigtrar, ashortened form of birth certificateintheformgivenin
the Eleventh Schedule, of the birth of any person compiled from entriesinthe
recordsand registers.

(2) A shortened form of birth certificate shall be compiled in accordance
with and shall contain the particularsrequired by subsections(3) to (5).

(3) Oppositethewords* Chrigtian or given names’ intheformsof short
birth certificates, there shall be inserted the registered person’s name as
recorded in the entry, and immediately thereafter theword “ Surname” there
shall beinserted-

(@ whereit appearsfrom the entry that theregistered personis
legitimate, the surname of hisfather asrecorded therein, or, if
more than one such surnameis so recorded, then such one of
them asthe applicant may request;

(b) whereit appearsfrom theentry that theregistered personis
illegitimate, the surname of themother asrecorded therein, or,
if morethan onesurnameisso recorded, or if thebirthis
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registered onthejoint information of hismother and father,
then the surnameto beinserted in the short birth certificate
shall be such one of the surnamesrecorded intheentry asthe
applicant may request.

(4) Oppositethewords“ Sex” and “ Date of Birth” respectively shall be
inserted the particularsthereof intheentry.

(5) Oppositethewords*“Placeof Birth” thereshal beinserted the name of
thedistrict and theregistry inwhich thebirth wasregistered.

45.  TheMinister may fromtimetotimemakerules- Rfu]!eS and tables
Ol Tees.

(@  forregulating theregistration of birthsand deaths; 400f 1963,

(b) for prescribing the period of notice of intentiontoremove
the body of adeceased person out of Belizewhich shall be
given under thisAct and the procedurein accordance with
which sucharemoval shdl takeplace;

(© for prescribing any formsin addition to or in subgstitution for
any of thosein the Schedulesand thefeespayablein
respect of al or any of the mattersrequired to be done by
thisAct; and

(d) for prescribing any other matter necessary to bedonefor
the purpose of carrying thisAct into effect.

46.-(1) Theregistersof baptismsand buriaskept by theministersinBelizeof  Registers of
the Church of England, the Roman Catholic Church, the Presbyterian Church,  baptisms and
the Methodist Church, and the Baptist Church, and copiesand extractsfrom ~ Puris.
suchregisters, certified to betrue under the hand of the minister having the

custody of any suchregigter, shal bereceivedindl courtsof lavandindl legd

proceedings as prima facie evidence of the facts and matters therein con-
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tained.

(2) Every minigter of religionwhowilfully insertsor causesto beinserted
inany register or book of baptismsor buria sany fal seentry of any baptisms
or burial, or givesany false certificate, or certifiesany entry to beacopy or
extract of any register or book of baptismsor burias, knowing the sameto be
falseinany part of such entry, commitsamisdemeanour, and on conviction
thereof shall beliableto afine not exceeding two thousand dollars, and to
imprisonment for aterm not exceeding two years.

47.  TheMinister may, by Order published in the Gazette, fromtimeto
timeadd to thereligious communions named in section 46 the names of such
other religiouscommunionsashethinksexpedient.

48.  Thebody of adeceased person shall not beremoved out of Belize
until theexpiration of the prescribed period after notice of theintended remova
has been given to the coroner within whose jurisdiction the body islying or
otherwisethan in accordance with such procedure asmay be prescribed, and
any person contravening thissection shall beliable on summary convictionto
afinenot exceeding fivehundred dollars.

General Offences and Penalties

49. A personwhoremovesaregister fromaregistry in contravention of
section 35 shd |l beliableto afine not exceeding two thousand dollarsfor each
offence.

50. A personrequired by thisAct to giveinformation concerning any birth
or death, or any living new-born or dead body, whofails-

(@ togiveinformation; or
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(b) to comply with any summonsof theregistrar madein pursuance
of thisAct; or

(© wilfully refusesto answer any question put to him by theregis-
trar relating to the particularsrequired to beregistered
concerning such birth or death or living new-born child or

dead body,
shdl beliableto afinenot exceeding onethousand dollarsfor each such offence. 7 of 2000.
51. A personwhowilfully and knowingly- Penaltiesfor
giving false
(@)  givestotheregistrar any falseinformation concerning any informtion or
. - . making false
birth, or death, or any living new-born child or dead bodly, certificates.
or makesany falseanswer to any question put to him by the
registrar relating to the particularsrequired to beregistered
concerning any birth or death; or
(b) makesany falseorder or certificate under, or for any of the
purposesof, thisAct, or forgesor falsifiesany such order or
certificate, or, knowing any such order or certificateto be
forged or false, usesthe sameastrue, or givesor sendsthe
sameastrueto any person; or
(© makesany fa se statement with intent to havethe same
enteredinany register,
shdll for each offence beliable on summary convictionto afine not exceeding
two hundred and fifty dollars, and on conviction upon indictment to afine not
exceeding onethousand dollarsor to imprisonment for any term not exceeding
sevenyears.
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Penalty for 52. A personwho-
defacing or
?:;;0;' nga (@)  unlawfully destroys, defacesor injuresor causesor permitsto
' be destroyed, defaced or injured, any register or any part of
any register or any certified copy of any entry inany register,
or any part of any such copy; or
(b) forgesor fraudulently atersany entry inany register, or any
certified copy of any entry therein; or
(©) knowingly and unlawfully inserts, or causesor permitsto be
insertedin any register, or inany such certified copy, any fase
entry relating to any birth or death; or
(d) certifiesany writing to beacopy of an entry in or an extract
fromany regigter, knowing thesameto befasein any materia
particular,
commitsan offenceandisliableon summary convictionto afinenot exceeding
two hundred andfifty dollars, and on conviction uponindictment to afine not
exceeding onethousand dollarsor to imprisonment for any term not exceeding
sevenyears.
Penalty for 53. Every proprietor, editor or publisher of any newspaper publishedin
sending or Belizewhowilfully publishes, and every person sending for such publication
gt‘;?;iggfa'se any fictitiousor fal se statement of the birth of any child or death of any person
' knowing thesameto befictitiousor fase, shdl beliableto afinenot exceeding
fifty dollarsor toimprisonment for any term not exceeding three months.
Penalties, how 54.  Allfines, forfeituresand penatiesimposed by thisAct, except where
recoverable. otherwiseprovided, shall berecoverable on summary conviction.
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55.  All suchfines, forfeituresand penalties, whenrecovered, shal bepaid  Penaltiesto be
into and form part of the Consolidated Revenue Fund: paidinto
Consolidated
Provided that it shall belawful for the Minister to award to the person Eoe:;fe?;g;und'
prosecuting or to any person by whosemeansor aid any suchfine, forfeitureor
penalty may have been recovered, any sum or sums not exceeding in the
aggregate onemoiety of suchfine, forfeitureor penalty.

FIRST SCHEDULE
[Sections2 (1) and 7]

Register of Birthsfor the District of

No. | Date | Name|Sex| Name | Name | Rank, Name | When |Signature

Name, if any,
and | (f and and |occupation descrip- [Register{  of added after
place | any) Sumame Maiden| and |tionand| ed |Registrar |Registration
of of |Surname|address of | address
birth Father|  of Father, or of
Mother |in default, informant
of no
mother
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SECOND SCHEDULE

[Sections2 (1) and 7]

Register of Deaths for the District of

No.

Date
and
place
of
death

Name

Surname

Sex|Age| Rank
and
occupa-
tion

Cause
of
death

Name of
certifying
Medica
Practitioner|
(if any)

Name
description
and
address of
informant

When
Register-

Signature
of
Registrar

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

Printed by the Government Printer,

No. 1 Power Lane,

Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.

REVISED EDITION 2000



Registration of Births and Deaths [CAP.157 35

THIRD SCHEDULE
[Sections 12 (2) and 25 (3)]

Registrar’s Summons to Appear and Testify

TO of

You are hereby required to appear before methe undersigned Registrar
of Birthsand Deaths, at on the

day of 20 ,a

o'clockinthe noon, then and thereto testify of your knowledge
concerning the of

HEREIN fail not. Indefault youwill beliabletoafineof tendollars.

GIVEN under my hand this day of , 20

(Sgnature)
Registrar of the Digtrict of
FOURTH SCHEDULE
[Section 17]

Certificate of Registration of Birth

[, , Registrar of Births and
Deathsfor the District of Bdize

do hereby certify that | havethisday registered the birth of
, born at thechild

of (Insert the names of the parents, if the child islegitimate, or of the
mother, if the child isillegitimate).

WITNESS my hand this day of :
20
(Signature)
Registrar.
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FIFTH SCHEDULE

[Section 19]
| DOHEREBY certify that themale (or femal€) child born onthe
day of , 20, d

to of

(and) (hiswife), whose

birth wasregisteredinthe Digtrict of onthe

day of , 20 , hasreceived the name of

(or names of and )

WITNESSmy handthis day of 20 .
(Sgnature)
(Occupation)
(Address)
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CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

Date of last

visit to deceased ......................LL

Date of death ...
Place of death .........................L
Cause of Death (1) [C) I

Antecedent (O
causes

Reg. Med. Practitioner.

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

I hereby certify that | attended (1)

hos aiveonthe ........cccoiiiiiiiiiinns 20 e and that he died (4) (so | am
infformed and believe) at (5) ....cccvvvuiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeieeeeee Lo PSPPSR
20 i and that the cause of death was-

Approximate

interval between
onset and death

Disease or condition directly [ RPN
leading to death*

Antecedent causes

Morbid conditions, if any, () N
giving rise to the above
cause, stating the underlying
condition last

11 [(S T,
Other significant conditions
contributing to the death, but not
related to the disease or con-
dition causing it

*This does not means the mode

of dying, e.g. heart failure, asthenia
It means the disease, injury or
complication which caused death..

Registered Medical Practitioner

(1) Name of Deceased. (2) Sex, Age. (3) Place of Residence. (4) To be struck out if Medical Practitioner
was present at time of death. (5) Place of Death.

(The person receiving this certificate should register the death (or cause it to be registered) at the General
Registry or magistrates court in the district where it occurred within four days from the date of death. A
penalty is imposed by law for neglecting to give information of a death.)
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38 CAP.157] Registration of Births and Deaths

SEVENTH SCHEDULE
[Section 28 (1)]
Coroner’s Certificate of Inquiry into Cause of Death

I, theundersigned, Coroner for the District of
do hereby certify that onthe  day of ,20 ,lheldat
an Inguest on the body of aman (or woman,
asthe case may be) who appeared from the evidence taken at such
Inquest to have been named
to havebeenresident at
and to have been yearsof ageand by tradea

ACCORDING totheevidence adduced at the Inquiry (hisor her) death

was
caused at onthe day of ,
20, by
GIVEN under my hand this day of , 20.
(Sgnature)
Coroner
TotheRegigtrar of Birthsand Deathsfor the District of
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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the Government of Belize.
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EIGHTH SCHEDULE
[Section 29 (1) (b)]
|, theundersigned, do hereby certify that | have made dueinquiry into the

circumstances attendant upon the death of and | have
reason to believethat hedied from natural causes.

(Sgnature)
Magistrate (or as the case may be).

NINTH SCHEDULE
[Section 30 (1)]

Form of Register of Still-births

No. When Sex | Name and Name Rank or Name, When Nature of Signature
and Surname of and Profession| Description, | Registered Evidence of
Where Father Maiden | of Father and upon which| Registrar
Born Name Residence of registered
of Informant as Still-
Mother born
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.
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TENTH SCHEDULE
[Section43(1)]
Certificate of Correctness of Copy of Entry in Register
(Copy of Entry)
CERTIFIED tobeatrue copy of an entry inthe Register of Births(or
Deaths) for the District of
GIVEN at this day of
20
(Sgnature)
Registrar of the above-named District.
140f 1971. ELEVENTH SCHEDULE
[Section44 (1)]
Birth Certificate (Short Form)
SUMNBIMIE, ...ttt ettt sttt te e sae e b e e s aeesseesbeesse e sbeesbeesaeesneesreesseesneennnas
Christian or GIVENNAIMES: .......coiiiirierieriesie e
B GRS PRTURPRRTRTP
Dateof Birth: .......ocuoiieeeeeee e
Place Of BIlth: ..o e
[ , aRegigtrar of Birthsand

Deaths, do hereby certify that the above particul ars have been compiled
fromanentry inaregister deposited inthe Generd Registry.
WITNESS my hand this day of , 20

A Registrar of Births and Deaths.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
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